
 

I was walking through the Annapolis Mall a week before Thanksgiving, and I noticed that the Mall and 
every retail outlet was in full Christmas (or Holiday!) mode. Christmas decorations were up. Christmas 
music was playing in full swing. Holiday sales abounded. It wasn’t even Thanksgiving yet, and I was al-
ready walking through the Winter Wonderland of Christmas fluff.  

Then it occurred to me that the world has gotten Christmas totally backwards. And in many ways, we 
get Christmas backwards, too. 

We Christians love to complain every year about how commercialized Christmas is. We howl when a 
store says “Happy Holidays” instead of “Merry Christmas.” We loudly assert- and rightly so!- that JESUS 
is the reason for the season. 

That’s all good and fine, but the reality is, we get co-opted into the world’s backwards observance of 
Christmas in ways we may not even be aware of. Let me break it down for us in a few key areas: 1) 
When is the Christmas season? 2) Who was born on Christmas Day? 3) What is the real reason for 
Christmas? 

When is the Christmas season? 

Contrary to what most folks think, the Christmas season does not start until December 25. It begins on 
Christmas Day and lasts 12 days, ending on Epiphany, which is January 6. So when the world is done 
and spent with Christmas on December 25, we Christians are just getting the party started! 

Also, Advent, which includes the 4 Sundays leading up to Christmas Day is not the Christmas season. 
That’s why we sing no Christmas hymns during Advent. Now for those who might complain that we 
sing no Christmas hymns during Advent, let not your hearts be troubled. We will have five opportuni-
ties to sing Christmas hymns: our 7 and 11 PM Christmas Eve services, our Christmas morning service, 
December 31 and Epiphany Sunday, which is January 7. 

Who was born on Christmas Day? 

Of course, the obvious answer is Jesus, our Lord and Savior! Then our minds gravitate to those cuddly, 
rustic manger scenes. Meanwhile we overlook the kind of Lord and Savior who was swaddled with rags 
and laid in a manger to sleep. A Palestinian Jewish child was born to poor Palestinian Jewish parents in 
the pain and poverty of a manger stall. His birth was marked by rejection and suffering, foreshadowing 
his death which would also be marked by rejection and suffering. At both moments, his mother Mary 
would be there. 

Our Messiah Jesus lived a life of deep sacrifice shaped by unconditional love and humility. His whole life 
was shaped by the cross. He wants us, his followers, to be shaped by his cross, too. There’s nothing sen-
timental or cute about any of this. It’s intentional, real, rough and tumble, flesh and blood, and passion-
ate. That’s the Jesus who was born on Christmas Day. 

What is the real reason for Christmas? 

We say that Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus. But then we go about this celebration steeped in as 
much commercialism and materialism as the rest of the world! We fuss over buying, giving and receiv-
ing gifts. Kids look forward to Christmas Day excited about all presents they will receive. Every year, 
families sink themselves into debt to buy gifts they cannot afford, simply to fulfill a cultural tradition 
that ironically has little to do with the birth of Jesus. We know this, but every year we repeat the insani-
ty.                     (continued on page 5) 
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    How Can We Assist You?  

Prayer Chain...There is always someone who will pray for you. If you 
would like to place someone on the Prayer Chain, please call the 
church office (410-268-1620) or Cindy Sawyer at (410-757-0378) or 
hmclsawyer@yahoo.com.   

 

December 2017____        _       ____________                             page 2     

Do you like to pray, especially with others?  Join Pastor Chris on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a time of prayer 
for members of our church family and the community, and our 
church.  Holding each other up in prayer is an essential part of our 
discipleship.  Please come and support the life of Christ’s church. 

Please plan to come out to the church on Friday, December  1 
beginning at 6:00 pm for dinner and to help decorate Trinity 
for Advent.  We look forward to seeing you. 

On Tuesday, December 5 at 6:00 pm, the United Methodist Women will hold 
our annual Christmas celebration.  It will be a covered dish dinner with special 
music and a devotion on “Light of the World “.  Please come and join us and 
don’t miss the blessing.  All women of Trinity are invited.  Hope to see you 
there! 

Experience the sights, sounds, smells, and  tastes of ancient Bethle-
hem on the night of Jesus’ birth.  You may come in period costume 
or dress in one that is available.  Plan to have your family counted in 
the census and elude the tax collector.  Try your hand at making 
perfume, creating pottery, sandal making, and weaving,  Join us for 
the festivities on Sunday, December 10 from 5:00 pm—7:00 pm.   

mailto:hmclsawyer@yahoo.com


 

Serving in Worship—December 2017  

     Thank you for serving in this important ministry in the life of the church. If you are unable 
to fulfill your scheduled duties, kindly switch with someone and notify the church office.   

Date Greeter(s) Liturgist Usher  

Captain 

Acolyte 

December 3 Bill & Nancy Busch Pete Salvatore Bill Finagin Rebecca Sawyer 

December  10 Claudia Johnson Carol Dakin Bill Busch TBD 

December 17 Lucille Oliver Kitty Cawood Bill Busch TBD 

December 24 Joyce Brimhall Art Lewis Steve Busch TBD 

December 31 Penny Ericsen Jack Spencer Steve Busch Noah Busch 
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On Sunday, December 24, at the 10:30 am service, the Chancel Choir will present Go 
Sing It on the Mountain,  written by Pepper Choplin, which proclaims the good news 
from the prophet Isaiah’s proclamation, Comfort, O Comfort my people to the final ex-
uberant celebration: Joy to the world!  Christ is born!.”  We hope you can be there! 
          

This special Advent service is designed for anyone who finds themselves 
mourning, sad, or struggling with any kind of loss this holiday season.  
Please join us in the Chapel on Sunday, December 5 at 7:00 pm for a quiet 
intimate time of worship, comfort and reflection. 

Sunday, December 24 

 

10:30 am ~ Morning Worship Service 

7:00 pm ~ Family Service 

11:00 pm ~ Candlelight & Communion Service 

 

Monday, December 25 

 

10:00 am ~ Worship Service 
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Interested in learning to make beautiful stained glass projects?  If so, come to the 
Youth Room at our new day and time, every Monday from 9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
(new time starting November 6 to design and make a beautiful work of art.    No 
previous experience required. 

Every second Saturday of the month at 7:00 pm , come to Room 209 
for a fun-filled evening of fellowship and dominoes.  Hope to see 
you there. 

Germantown Elementary needs our help.  Every Thursday afternoon, we’re 
looking for someone to deliver 25 pieces of fruit to the school by 2:00 pm.  We 
will donate a different extra item each month.  The sign-up sheet is available in 
the church office.  Please provide your name and contact information for the 
date(s) you will be able to deliver the items to Germantown.  Thank you to 
those who have already signed up to donate fruit and toiletries.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Pam Hanna at (410) 212-3669 or phan-
na1353@verizon.net.  

Thanks to all who helped to fill 193 boxes to be sent to Samaritan’s 
Purse as part of Operation Christmas Child.  Each gift-filled shoe box 
demonstrates God’s love in a tangible way to children around the 
world.  Each box will arrive with a booklet about Jesus.  Thank you 
for helping to spread the message of God’s love and the life and 
promise of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Winter Relief 

Trinity will be hosting Winter Relief guests from January 22-29, 2018 and 
February 26-March 5, 2018.  We are in need of blankets, twin sheets and 
pillow cases, bath towels, wash cloths, toothpaste, soap, and shampoo.  
Monetary donations are always welcome.  Please drop off donations in the 
church office. 
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          (continued from page 1) 

In his book Christmas is Not Your Birthday: Experience the Joy of Living and Giving Like Jesus Rev. 
Mike Slaughter says, “For our lives to be meaningful… we need to give them away. Meaning is not 
found in personal comfort and material luxuries. So, it should be no surprise that a meaningful 
Christmas is not found in mindless spending, eating, and stress. Rather, we find meaning when we 
give sacrificially to those in need, because by doing so, we are giving to Jesus himself. It is his birth-
day, after all!” 

Christmas is all about the gift of Jesus. God gave of his very self, his Son, in love, to bless and save 
the world. Christmas reminds us to do the same. What if our best gifts could be the gift of serving 
and blessing others, rather than buying them gadgets? What if the best money we spend is chan-
neled to bless others in need? All these things honor Jesus. These are our gifts to him. It’s his birth-
day, after all! 

Undoing Christmas from the backwards, meaningless ways of our culture is not easy. Those tradi-
tions and mindsets are hard to break! But if we really want to honor Jesus Christ whose birth we 
celebrate, we must make the hard choices. When we do, I believe only then we will experience the 
true joy and peace of Christmas. 

From Blairlee, Kathryn, Grace, Jacob and me, we wish you and your loved ones a very Merry Christ-
mas. May you truly experience the gift of Christ, and give him away to the world. May he always be 
your joy and peace. 

     Yours in Christ, 

             Pastor Chris 

 

UMW Missions Moment 

The UMW has long supported the American Leprosy Mission.  In December, we are going to desig-
nate our gifts to the Feet First program to supply special shoes for those suffering from leprosy.  

One of the first symptoms of leprosy for many people is the loss of sensation in the hands and feet.  
It means people don’t feel pain if they step on stones or injure their feet, which results in ulcers.  It 

left unnoticed and untreated, it can mean feet or legs have to be amputated.  Feet First is an incred-
ible opportunity to transform the lives of men, women and children who suffer with leprosy by 

providing protective shoes and self-care training to help protect their feet.  Every gift of $15 pro-
vides a pair of specially designed shoes to protect a patient’s feet.  By taking part, you will help pro-

vide over 4.800 pairs of protective shoes to Lalgagh Leprosy Hospital in Nepal, education families 
and affected people about how to care for leprosy-affected feet, save the jobs and livelihoods of 
thousands of leprosy affected people with a simple pair of shoes, and share the love of Jesus Christ 

through your compassion for the disabled.  You can make a donation at a UMW meeting or put it in 
the Offering on Sunday and mark for Feet First. 
 



 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is in  

December and is not listed, please let the office 

know so we can update our database. Thank you.    
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December 2—Richard Brown 

December 3—Savannah Deale 

December 3—Carole Gallis 

December 7—Terry Ericsen 

December 13—Patty Cloukey 

December 13—Becky Goodman 

December 15—Braedon Fowler 

December 18—John Gallis 

December 19—Robert Gilbert 

December 27—Martha Defibaugh 

December 29—Nick Linaburg 

 

December 1—Richard & Nancy Brown 

December 2—Karl & Bettie Alexander 

December 2—Ron & Linda Burdge 

The Women’s Bible Study meets every other 
Friday at 9:30 am in Room 209.  We are cur-
rently studying the book of John.  Check the 
church calendar for which Friday’s we are 
meeting in December. 

Join Pastor Chris on Wednesday mornings at 10 
am or Wednesday evenings at 7 PM through the 
end of January for a study of the book of Genesis. 
No study books are required-just your Bible. All 
are welcome! 
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Order deadline is Friday, December 15 ! 
 

 

Please join with other members of the congregation in beautifying the Sanctuary with Poin-
settias. The flowers will adorn the chancel on Sunday, December 24 and Monday, December 
25.  If you would like to purchase a poinsettia in memory or in honor of someone, please fill 
out the form below and enclose a check for $10.00. You may put it in the offering plate or 
drop it off at the Church Office.   Extra forms are available in the church office.  Poinsettias 
may be picked up beginning after the Christmas Eve evening services. 

 

Please pick up your poinsettia on Monday, December 25 immediately following 
the Christmas morning service, Wednesday, December 27 from 10:00 am—2:00 
pm, or on Sunday, December 31 from 9:00 am—12:00 pm. 

 

 

Plants - $10.00 each: Red    Total Number of plants _________  

Total amount of check $_________  

  

Please make checks payable to TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.  

 

Your Name _____________________________Phone No. ______________________________  

In Honor of _______________________________________________________________________  

In Memory of_____________________________________________________________________  

  



 

**Change Service Requested** 

Facebook:  Trinity United Methodist Church—

Annapolis, MD 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
1300 West Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Phone: (410) 268-1620 
Fax: (410) 216-9197 
Email: trinity.church@verizon.net 
Website: www.trinityannapolis.org 

Upcoming Church Events 

Friday, December 1—Dinner & Decorate the church for Advent—6:00 pm 

Sunday, December 3— Communion Sunday; Blue Christmas Service—7:00 pm 

Tuesday, December 5—UMW Christmas Dinner & Program—6:00 pm 

Sunday, December 10—Night in Bethlehem—5:00 pm—7:00 pm 

Friday, December 15—Poinsettia Orders Due to the Church Office 

Wednesday, December 20—January Newsletter submission deadline 

Saturday, December 24—Morning Worship Service—10:30 am;  

              Family Service—7:00 pm; Candlelight & Communion Service—11:00 pm 

Monday, December 25—Christmas Day Service—10:00 am 

Monday, December 25-Monday, January 1—Church Office Closed 

               except 10:00 am-2:00 pm on 12/27 

Instagram: trinityumcannapolis 


