
 

Exactly 500 years ago on this coming October 31, something significant happened. It was a watershed 
moment for the church and the whole world. On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther published his Nine-
ty-five Theses, and as legend has it, nailed them to the door of the church in Wittenburg, Germany. 
This document became the basis of the Reformation and the Protestant movement, a movement 
which solidified a church body apart from the Roman Catholic Church. Coupled with Gutenberg’s rel-
atively new movable type press and the growing European Renaissance, Martin Luther’s work of re-
forming the church thrived into a legacy which we fully live into today.  

Where do we feel the effects of the Reformation 500 years later? We embrace Scripture alone as 
God’s revelation to the church and the world. We believe that people are saved by faith alone, not by 
acts intended to merit God’s grace. We reject notions of papal authority or that clergy have the power 
to declare others as forgiven or saved. We reject beliefs in an after-death state of Purgatory. We resist 
any notion that the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion make one saved. We believe that 
forgiveness comes from an inward repentance, not an act of piety. 

As a result of the Reformation, a whole Protestant movement was born, of which you and I are a part. 
Along with it came a unique biblical form of theology, church leadership and structure. This month 
we celebrate 500 years of this legacy. 

Today, I believe we find ourselves at another crossroads in history with some interesting parallels to 
the crossroads the church faced 500 years ago. The internet has changed the nature of communica-
tion just as radically as Gutenberg did. Everything about our culture- music, art, values, mores, family 
structure, the economy, politics, power and religion- is changing at a rapid pace. And the church is 
now struggling with how to relate to all these changes. Just like the Reformation, there is a massive 
debate about how to be the church in this vast landscape of cultural and technological change. 

Many church leaders- and I’m one of them- believe we are in the midst of another kind of reformation 
of the church. I don’t know what the end result will be, but I believe there are several changes hap-
pening which we would do well to embrace: 

The church is becoming less hierarchical and more laity driven. 

The church is becoming an organic movement of disciples rather than a static institution of mem-
bers. 

The church is embracing changes in technology and culture to meet people where they are with 
Jesus Christ.  

Meeting people with Jesus Christ doesn’t mean meeting people with a set of beliefs they have to 
conform to as much as offering a way of life, a core set of values, and a movement that seeks to 
bless the world with unconditional love, forgiveness, and inclusion.  

The Bible isn’t a book of rules and doctrine so much as a radical story of God with the power to 
shape us into God’s people and sweep us into the movement of God’s kingdom. 

More and more, our old divides of denomination, race, culture, and our liberal or conservative 
ideologies will become irrelevant next to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

(Continued on page 2)  
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    How Can We Assist You?  

Prayer Chain...There is always someone who will pray for you. If you 

would like to place someone on the prayer chain, please call the 

church office (410-268-1620) or Cindy Sawyer at (410-757-0378) or 

hmclsawyer@yahoo.com.   
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Do you like to pray, especially with others?  Join Pastor Chris on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a time of prayer 
for members of our church family and the community, and our 
church.  Holding each other up in prayer is an essential part of our 
discipleship.  Please come and support the life of Christ’s church. 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Change is very hard. There is much debate and division around the very 
things I’ve mentioned here. We may feel very threatened by these 
changes. 

Yet in the face of our anxieties around change, there is one more parallel 
to the Reformation of 500 years ago. At the heart of Martin Luther’s 
Ninety-five Theses was Luther’s call to hold onto the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It was his way of reminding us all that Jesus Christ stands at the 
center of our being, our church, and our message. He is our anchor in the 
storms of change. 

As we celebrate the 500th birthday of the Reformation and live into a 
new reformation of the church in our day, let us continually put our 
trust and our worship to God, who renews us, sustains us, and makes all 
things possible! 

    Yours in Christ, 

          Pastor Chris 

Reminder—Trinity UMC’s Church Conference will be on Saturday, 
October 28 at 9:00 am at Calvary UMC in Annapolis.  Hope to see 
you there. 

mailto:hmclsawyer@yahoo.com


 

Serving in Worship—October 2017  

     Thank you for serving in this important ministry in the life of the church. If you are unable 
to fulfill your scheduled duties, kindly switch with someone and notify the church office.   

Date Greeter(s) Liturgist Usher  Acolyte 

October 1 Marilyn Harrison Darlene Robbins Bill Busch Amber Trivette 

October 8 Pat Wagner Kathryn Hawes Bill Busch Noah Busch 

October 15 Diane Gilligan Susan Sienkiewich Steve Busch Genevieve Robertson 

October 22 Claire Hayward JoAnne Smith Steve Busch Rebecca Sawyer 

October 29 Susan & Richard Sienkiewich Bill Finagin Jack Spencer Jolene Wright 
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If you are interested in serving as a Liturgist during one of our Worship Services, please 
contact Carol Dakin at  (443) 758-6235 or tianca2@hotmail.com. 

I wish I had the words to express my appreciation for your support 
during these last few difficult month . We were and continue to be 
humbled by your friendship and love as I face health challenges and 
the loss of our grandson. I am so grateful to have such a wonderful 
church family!  Thank you for your cards, visits, meals, prayers and 
kindness to me and my family. Your thoughtfulness and love is greatly 
appreciated and will never be forgotten. 
 

    Thank you for being there,  

    God is Good  

    Diane & Joe Wise 

Children’s Activity Bags for use during Worship as well as Children’s 
Bulletins are available in the Narthex.  Ask an Usher if you would like 
one or look for the basket in the Narthex. 

If you are in 2nd grade or older and are interested in serving as an Acolyte 
during one of our Worship services, please contact Carol Dakin at (443) 
758-6235 or tianca2@hotmail.com.  Trainings will be ongoing. 

A big thanks to all those who helped 
to make Children’s Sunday such a 
memorable worship experience. 

mailto:tianca2@hotmail.com
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Christmas Shoe Boxes 

 

Since 1993, Samaritan’s Purse, Franklin Graham’s international relief organization, has dis-
tributed Christmas show boxes to over 135 million children in some of the most remote plac-
es on earth. 

 

Every box is also an opportunity for the Gospel.  The Story of Jesus pamphlet is put in each 
box along with your gifts and each child has the opportunity to participate in a 12 lesson dis-
cipleship course. 

 

Last year, Trinity Church sent 125 boxes .  We hope to send even more boxes this year. 

 

Shoe boxes will be available beginning October 1 at every entrance to the church.  In each box 
is a pamphlet with suggestions of what to put in and what not to put in, labels so you can 
choose to do a box for a boy or a girl, three age ranges to choose from, and a rubber band the 
size to fit around your box. 

 

Please bring your completed box back to Trinity anytime before November 6. 

 

If you’d like to see stories of the distribution of boxes and what it means to the children who 
receive a box, you can go to http://www.samaritanspurse.org.  If you would like to know 
where your box goes, you can do that by getting a special label online.  If possible, include $9 
for each box you fill to cover the cost of delivery. 

 

If you have an questions, please contact Nancy Busch at (410) 757-7030 or Carol Dakin at 
(443) 758-6235.  Thanks for your faithful support of this mission. 

~ Trinity United Methodist Women 
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Interested in learning to make beautiful stained glass projects?  If so, come to the 
Youth Room at our new day and time, every Monday from 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
to design and make a beautiful work of art.    No previous experience required. 

On Sunday, September 17, we collected $209 for the Noisy Offering.  
We only need $205.25 more to fully fund Well #30.  Thank you for 
your continued generous giving. 

   ~ United Methodist Women 

                                   P A C K I N G   P A R T Y ! 
Please plan to join us on Sunday, October 15, to help our Trinity children pack the shoe boxes, for 
which their Sunday School classes have been collecting items since the beginning of the year.  The 
party will begin immediately following the Worship Service in the auditorium.  Refreshments will 
be served. 

Would you like to learn how to knit?  Interested in making a 
sweater for a child in need?  Join our Crafts for Christ group 
that meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 
from 1:00 pm—3:00 pm in Room 209. 

Every second Saturday of the month at 7:00 pm , come to Room 209 
for a fun-filled evening of fellowship and dominoes.  Hope to see 
you there. 



 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is in  

October and is not listed, please let the office know 

so we can update our database. Thank you.    
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October 2—Frances Dryer 

October 2—Julia Miller 

October 2—Lindsey Miller 

October 2—Kathy Roop 

October 10—Susan Beall 

October 10—Ida-Ann Dunagan 

October 11—Kathryn Hawes 

October 14—Judith Rehn 

October 18—Joyce Brimhall 

October 18—Dan Palmer 

October 21—Roy Griest 

October 29—Sylvia Spencer 

October 30—Nancy Brown 

October 30—Jack Spencer 

 

October 3—John & Janice McDowell 

October 18—Ben & Gretchen Butler 

October 18—David & Pam Hanna 

October 20—John & Jo Anne Smith 

October 24—Jerry & Carol Kulasik 

October 27—Mike & Laura Korba 

The Women’s Bible Study meets every other Friday at 9:30 am in Room 209.  
We are currently studying the book of John.  Check the church calendar for 
which Friday’s we are meeting in October. 
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The cookout that was held on September 16th was well attended and we all had a 
great time of fellowship, food, games and, of course, the door prize.  Joseph Moccia 
won the drawing and really had a great time as Bill flew over the city of Annapolis 
and then over the bay and preformed some aerobatic maneuvers.  Joseph's response 
was more, more.   If you could not make the cookout this year, there is always next 
year. 

      ~ Tom Myers, UMM Chairman 

               United Methodist Women News 

Please join us for our Fall United Methodist Women’s Meeting on Saturday, October 14 at 10:00 am in 
Room 209.  We will have a program on being an encourager and that role in our church.  Come, share 
and enjoy the fellowship with other ladies in our congregation.     

Remember to join us for our monthly Circle meetings.  The Faith Circle meets every third Tuesday at 
7:00 pm in Room 209.  The Sunshine Circle meets every third Thursday at 12:30 pm in Room 209.  Both 
groups will be studying Liz Curtis Higgs’ book, The Girls Still Got It, the story of Ruth.  In addition to dis-
cussing the book, we will also watch the accompanying video.     

All women of Trinity are welcome.  Bring a friend and join us.  A light refreshment will be served at 
each meeting. 

The Evangelism Team is sponsoring the 5th annual Chili Cook Off on Octo-
ber 21st beginning at 5:30 pm in the Auditorium.  If you would like be a 
contestant or a judge, please contact Tom Myers at 410-349-3637 or the 
Church Office.  Last day to sign up is October 9th. 

Asbury UMC in Arnold is collecting clothing in preparation for the Children’s Clothing Give Away 
held in November.  Items to be given away are newborn through juniors clothing, shoes and ma-
ternity clothes (please no furniture, car seats or toys).  The 7th Annual Children’s Clothing Give 
Away will be Saturday, November 4 from 8:00 am—12:00 pm (or until the inventory is depleted) 
at Asbury UMC, 78 Church Road, Arnold, MD (behind Safeway).  At last year’s event, 255 people 
attended.  A box will be available in the Parking Lot Lobby throughout October to collect your 
donations.  Therefore, any amount donated is hugely appreciated.  If you are interested in giving 
of your time to help make this much needed event possible, please contact Asbury UMC Arnold’s 
Church Office at (410) 349-2862.  
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Upcoming Church Events 

Sunday, October 1—Communion Sunday—10:30 am Worship service 

Wednesday, October 4-8—ASP Mission Trip to West Virginia 

Saturday, October 14—UMM Breakfast—8:00 am 

Saturday, October 14—UMW Gathering—10:00 am 

Sunday, October 15—Operation Christmas Child Packing Party—11:30 am 

Friday, October 20—November Newsletter Deadline 

Saturday, October 21—Chili Cook-off—5:30 pm 

Saturday, October 28—Trinity UMC Church Conference—9:00 am 

Instagram: trinityumcannapolis 


