
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By now I hope you’ve received and read my letter telling you about all the exciting upcoming changes 
to our Sunday morning schedule. This is a tremendous time for Trinity because it could open up a lot 
of new possibilities for growth- not just numerically, but spiritually, too. Starting on September 10 
we’ll have a greater opportunity to learn and worship together. And I hope that in the months to 
come, more of us will step up to serve the Lord in ministry together, too. 

Now here’s the deal: changes can be made, but it’s going to take all of us making our own commitments 
to make learning, worship, and service a greater priority in our lives.  

All of this begins with honoring the Sabbath day. Sunday, our Christian Sabbath day, is a day God has 
given us for worship, study, and rest. It’s a day to join together with fellow Christians to worship God 
together and to study God’s Word together. It’s a day to put aside all of the other kinds of activity, 
work, and running around we do the other six days of the week to reconnect with God and God’s peo-
ple. Unfortunately, there are so many distractions in the world that deter us from honoring and en-
joying God’s gift of Sabbath. That calls for the courage, faith, and conviction to keep the Sabbath- not 
simply as a rule or an obligation- but to intentionally put aside lesser things so that we can truly ben-
efit from God’s gift of Sabbath. Worshipping, learning, reconnecting, resting… All of these things are 
God’s blessing to us. 

As for the other six days of the week, I challenge each of us to take a step into greater service for God. 
Step into and engage more deeply in a ministry that touches and blesses other people. Each of us has 
talents, passions and skills, and when God works through those things, they become gifts of the Holy 
Spirit that further the work of Jesus Christ in and through his church. Just like there are lots of dis-
tractions that can deter us from honoring the Sabbath, there are many things that could get in the 
way of us serving God with our gifts. Busyness, fear, and wasting our energy on things that are not as 
productive can all get in the way. Yet when we step more intentionally into serving God with the gifts 
he has given us, the joy and fulfillment we experience are simply unparalleled with anything else in 
life. 

Worship, learn, and serve together. My brothers and sisters, step it up and make these things your 
top priorities. If we do, the results will be a growing, more lively Trinity UMC! And most especially, 
Jesus Christ will be revealed in us and God will be glorified. 

             

          Yours in Christ, 

       Pastor Chris 
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    How Can We Assist You?  

Prayer Chain...There is always someone who will pray for you. If you 

would like to place someone on the prayer chain, please call the 

church office (410-268-1620) or Cindy Sawyer at (410-757-0378) or 

hmclsawyer@yahoo.com.   
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Do you like to pray, especially with others?  Join Pastor Chris on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a time of prayer 
for members of our church family and the community, and our 
church.  Holding each other up in prayer is an essential part of our 
discipleship.  Please come and support the life of Christ’s church. 

Sunday School classes will be available for all ages. We will continue our present children and youth 
classes. In addition to those, we are offering three different adult classes. They are: 
 
BYOB! (Room 209) Bring your own Bible! Taught by Pastor Chris, this will be an in-depth Bible study 
for all ability and knowledge levels. Our emphasis will be reading, understanding, and living out the 
scriptures. And of course, BYOB! 
 
The Wired Word (the Chapel) Facilitated by Jim Johnson, each week a different current event or issue 
will be discussed through a biblical and theological lens. This will be timely, relevant, and Christ-
centered conversation. 
 
Experiencing God (the Library) Facilitated by Gloria Finagin, participants will study Henry Blacka-
by’s classic Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God. 

Beginning Sunday, September 10, our Sunday morning schedule 
will change.   Our new schedule will be: 

 9:00 am  Sunday School for all ages 

 10:00 am  Coffee Hour in the Auditorium 

 10:30 am  Worship Service 

mailto:hmclsawyer@yahoo.com


 

Serving in Worship—September 2017  

     Thank you for serving in this important ministry in the life of the church. If you are unable 
to fulfill your scheduled duties, kindly switch with someone and notify the church office.   

Date Times Greeters Liturgists Usher Cap-
tains 

September 3 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 am 

Bob & Nancy Plaxico 

Bob & Nancy Plaxico 

Charlie Deale 

Bill Finagin 

Bill Busch 

Tom Myers 

September 10 10:30 a.m. Dick & Nancy Brown Kitty Cawood Tom Myers 

September 17 10:30 a.m. Bill & Gloria Finagin Art Lewis Bill Finagin 

September 24 10:30 a.m. Becky Oaksmith Trinity Children Bill Finagin 
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We’re providing you a financial snapshot of how Trinity is doing right now.  Here’s the really good 
news: in terms of meeting expenses, we are well ahead of where we were at this point last year. Our 
giving is up, and our expenses are holding steady. All monthly expenses are being met (salaries, 
mortgage, insurance, etc.) Additionally, we are up to date with our Faith Promise contributions. We 
do, however, have a few challenges. Our payments to the missions we support are lagging just $3,000 
where they should be. While we have made six Apportionment payments, we are one payment be-
hind where we should be. Compared to years’ past that puts us in a much better position than we 
have been, but we’re still aiming to pay our missions and Apportionments payments in full and on 
time.  Thank you very much for your faithful giving. Please keep Trinity and our ministries in your 
prayers, and allow God to lead you in being a faithful tither and giver to God’s work through Trinity 
UMC.      ~ Peter Salvatore, Chairman, Finance Committee 

If you are interested in serving as a Liturgist during one of our Worship Services, please 
contact Carol Dakin at  (443) 758-6235 or tianca2@hotmail.com. 

Make sure to be in Worship on Sunday, September 24 for a 
special service led by our children and youth.  The young 
people have been working very hard to bring you a service 
to enrich your faith.  This is a special invitation to all of the 
congregation to attend Worship on September 24 to sup-
port the efforts of these young people and to spend time in 
worship with them. 
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WOW! We had an awesome week at VBS!  The Maker Fun Factory theme taught the kids (64 of 
them) that God made you, God is for you, God is always with you, God will always love you, God 
made you for a reason! WOW GOD! We learned to watch for God and had quite a few God sightings!  

We could not have had such a successful week without the support of our church family!  We thank 
you for the donations, time, the many volunteers (28), both youth and adults and mostly your pray-
ers!  We are also grateful to 9 other churches in Phoenix, MD and to Calvary UMC in Annapolis for 
sharing extra materials and donations!  WE truly saw God at work & everyone learned that were 
built for a purpose!  We look forward to next year and what God has in store for us!   

A special thank you to Mary Mix, Cindy Sawyer and Pam Hannah for putting together a fantastic, 
God-filled Vacation Bible School. 

As part of Maker Fun Factory VBS, we participated in an Operation Kid-to-
Kid™ mission project that gave us the opportunity to help children in remote 
villages of Peru have access to safe, clean drinking water. The monies raised 
with go to help dig wells in small jungle villages throughout the rainforests of 
Peru. For only $5, a child in Peru can have clean water for an entire year! Dur-
ing Maker Fun.  During VBS week as well as the Noisy Offering, we collected 
$446.35 which will help over 89 children have clean drinking water for a 
year.  Thanks for your generous giving to this live saving mission. 

Join us for our 2017 ASP Mission Trip, October 4-8 to Appalachia, to a little place called Guyan 
Valley, West Virginia.  It sits deep in coal mining country where residents earn low or no income, 
and conditions are hard to believe for one who has not been there.  Should you have a few 
minutes in front of your computer visit ASPhome.org and see what is happening there or talk 
with a person who has gone on the trip previously.  If you would like to join us, please contact Bill 
Finagin at (410) 353- 2622.  If you are unable to join us but would like to contribute to the ex-
penses of the trip then mark you contribution ASP TRIP, drop it in the collection plate, or leave it 
in the Church office.   

http://ASPhome.org
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Interested in learning to make beautiful stained glass projects?  If so, come to the 
Youth Room at our new day and time, every Monday from 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
to design and make a beautiful work of art.    No previous experience required. 

On Sunday, July 16, we collected $247.09  for the Noisy Offering.  
We are a over halfway to funding Well #30.  Many thanks for 
your continued generous giving. 

   ~ United Methodist Women 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: 

The children's Sunday School classes are collecting shoe box items on a monthly basis this year, 
with an emphasis on specific items each month. Then in October they will have a Packing Party! If 
you would like to contribute to their efforts, the collection boxes are located in both Sunday School 
rooms.  

The items for August are: clothes—socks, flip-flops, gloves, hats, tee shirts, etc. (ages 2-14) **New 
Items Only** 

Also, we are going to need $9 per box for shipping and handling.  If any members of the congrega-
tion would be prepared to sponsor a box , please contact Carol Dakin at (443) 758-6235 or 
tianca2@hotmail.com.  Thank you. 

Would you like to learn how to knit?  Interested in making a 
sweater for a child in need?  Join our Crafts for Christ group 
that meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 
from 1:00 pm—3:00 pm in Room 209. 

Every second Saturday of the month at 7:00 pm , come to Room 209 
for a fun-filled evening of fellowship and dominoes.  Hope to see 
you there. 



 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is in  

September and is not listed, please let the office 

know so we can update our database. Thank you.    
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September 4—Lynn Hudson 

September 10—Jo-Anne Crandell 

September 14—Sheri Miller 

September 19—Penny Ericsen 

September 20—Laura Deale 

September 20—Carolyn Hanna 

September 20—Jim Johnson 

September 20—Judy Myers 

September 22—Paxton Fowler 

September 26—Joe Wise 

September 29—Bob Plaxico 

 

September 7—Kurt & Charlotte Shovestul 

September 23—Pete & Barbara Salvatore 

September 26—Tim & Carol Dakin 

On Sunday, September 17, we will be blessed to have the Hyssongs 
with us again.  The evening will start with a covered dish dinner at 
5:30 pm and the concert will be at 7:00 pm.  You won’t want to 
miss this grace-filled evening.  For more information about the 
Hyssongs, please check out their website at http://
www.thehyssongs.com.  

Stay tuned for more infor-
mation about our Fall Bible 
Studies.  Information will be 
available soon in the bulletin, 
on our church website and in 
the Church Office. 

http://www.thehyssongs.com
http://www.thehyssongs.com
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On September 7, our Thursday Night Dinners will resume.  Please come 
and join us for great fellowship and good food.  Meal time is 6:00 pm.  Any-
one interested in cooking a meal, please contact Diane Gilligan at (410) 
599-8982.  We are always looking for new meal ideas and cooks.  Hope to 
see you for dinner. 

Chancel Choir practice resumes on Wednesday,  September 6 at 7:30 
pm in the Music Room.  We are always looking for new singers.  Come 
join us. 

Trinity Ringers will resume rehearsals on Tuesday, September 12 at 6:00 pm in the 
Music Room.  We would love to have new ringers join us.  No experience required.  
Hope to see you there. 

Join us on September 16 at 12:00 pm at Bill Finagin’s hangar at Lee Airport in Edge-
water.  (Directions:   South on Maryland Route 2 (Solomons Island Road) from An-
napolis.  Cross over South River Bridge and then go south 3 traffic signals (total dis-
tance only about 3/4 of a mile).  Turn right at the third light after crossing the bridge.  
That will have you facing the airport.  Drive into the airport property and stay on the 
driveway.  You will pass the large service hangar and continue to the west side of the 
field.  The hangar will be the last one on your left.)   If “confused” then call Bill’s cell, 
(410) 353-2622 and we will find you!  We could use a few men to help set-up.  Hope 
to see you there! 

                          United Methodist Women Monthly Circle Meetings 

Starting Thursday, September 21st and meeting every third Thursday of the month, the Sunshine Circle 
will be meeting from 12:30 pm-2:00 pm in Room 209.   Any questions or for more information, please 
contact Diane Gilligan at (410) 599-8982.  

The Faith Circle will resume meeting again on Tuesday, September 19 at 7:00 pm in Room 209 and will 
meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month.  Any questions or for more information, please contact Susan 
Sienkiewich at (410) 224-4171.  

Both groups will be studying Liz Curtis Higgs’ book, The Girls Still Got It, the story of Ruth.  In addition 
to discussing the book, we will also watch the accompanying video.     

All women of Trinity are welcome.  Bring a friend and join us.  A light refreshment will be served at 
each meeting. 



 

**Change Service Requested** 

Facebook:  Trinity United Methodist Church—

Annapolis, MD 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
1300 West Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Phone: (410) 268-1620 
Fax: (410) 216-9197 
Email: trinity.church@verizon.net 
Website: www.trinityannapolis.org 

Upcoming Church Events 

Monday, September 4—Labor Day—Church Office Closed 

Thursday, September 7—Thursday Night Dinners Resume—6:00 pm 

Friday, September 8—Paint 4 a Cause to Benefit Operation Christmas Child—7:00 pm 

Saturday, September 9—Joint Council 2018 Planning Meeting—9:30 am 

Sunday, September 10—New Sunday Schedule Begins & Communion Sunday 

Sunday, September 17—Dinner & Hyssongs Concert—5:30 pm/ 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, September 19—Annapolis City Elections Polling Location—All Day 

Wednesday, September 20—October Lamplighter Deadline 

Sunday, September 24—Children’s Sunday and Church Picnic 

Instagram: trinityumcannapolis 


