
 

“...we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 

         Ephesians 4:13 
 

That is the theme verse for a major shift that I’m challenging Trinity to take this summer and fall. I 
want us all to “Step it Up!” with our discipleship- with worship, study, prayer, giving, and service. Our 
Church Council has just made some decisions to give us opportunities to do that, and now it’s up to us 
to respond. So let me briefly sketch out for you how we can all step up our discipleship. 
 

Worship- Starting on Sunday September 10, we’ll have one combined worship service for everyone. 
Gathering for worship is an integral part of our relationship with God. I want to challenge us all to be 
regular participants in Sunday worship, to come ready to worship God, and to leave worship ready to 
bless the world with Jesus Christ. 
 

Study- Also beginning on Sunday September 10, we’ll have a dedicated Sunday School hour at 9 AM 
which will include classes for all ages and several adult classes to choose from. We’ll also offer mid-
week opportunities and perhaps an online option, too! There will be a Bible study survey for you to 
complete online to help us determine what we’ll offer and when these offerings will be. Bottom line: 
spend some time each day reading and studying Scripture, and get yourself in a class or a group to 
study together. 
 

Prayer- Listening for God and opening ourselves to God in prayer is the lifeblood of our rela-
tionship with God. Prayer needs to be front and center in our individual lives and our life as a congre-
gation. Spend time each day in God’s presence and praying for those you know, our church, and our 
world. Learn to know God’s presence and God’s voice. 
 

Giving- God calls us to be generous and share what we have to bless others. We do that by of-
fering our time, our talents, and our finances. I firmly believe that if all of us faithfully tithe and give 
the best of ourselves to God’s work through Trinity, we will have more than enough to do the work 
God wills for us. 
 

Service- God has created each of us to be servants in order to bless the world with the presence of 
Jesus Christ. We've each have gifts and a divine call on our lives to use them. This is our purpose. This 
is our ministry. When we all step up to be servant leaders, then together we make up the Body of 
Christ- the very hands and feet of Jesus in the world. 
 

We’ll touch more deeply on each of these topics in September, but in the meantime, pray and ask God 
to show you how God is calling you right now to step up your discipleship. When we’re all aiming for 
faith, the knowledge of Jesus Christ, and maturity in him, then we will be full with the power and 
presence of Christ. That’s something God will use to bless many, many people in our community and 
beyond!  Trinity, step it up! 

        Yours in Christ, 

        Pastor Chris 
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    How Can We Assist You?  

Prayer Chain...There is always someone who will pray for you. If 

you would like to place someone on the prayer chain, please call the 

church office (410-268-1620) or Cindy Sawyer at (410-757-0378) or 

hmclsawyer@yahoo.com.   
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Do you like to pray, especially with others?  Join Pastor Chris on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a time of prayer 
for members of our church family and the community, and our 
church.  Holding each other up in prayer is an essential part of our 
discipleship.  Please come and support the life of Christ’s church. 

Need Assistance?:  Our church is able, on a 
case by case basis, to provide financial assis-
tance those in need of help with rent, utility 
bills, and medical bills.  Those in need may 
stop into the church office Monday-Thursday 
between 9:30 am and 2:30 pm to speak with 
Pastor Chris to receive one-time help as well 
as referrals. Please do not let anyone into the 
building after hours unless they are here for 
a previously scheduled meeting. 

mailto:hmclsawyer@yahoo.com


 

Serving in Worship—July 2017  

     Thank you for this important ministry in the life of the church. If you are unable to fulfill 
your scheduled duties, kindly switch with someone and notify the church office.   

Date Times Greeters Liturgists Usher Captains 

July 2 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 am 

Joyce Brimhall 

Diane Gilligan 

George Lewis 

Pete Salvatore 

John McDowell 

Bill Finagin 

July 9 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Claudia Johnson 

Susan Sienkiewich 

Carol Dakin 

Carol Dakin 

Dick Brown 

Bill Busch 

July 16 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Bill & Nancy Busch 

Susan & Richard Sienkiewich 

Jo Anne Smith 

Bill Finagin 

Bill Busch 

Bill Busch 

July 23 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Bob & Nancy Plaxico 

Dick & Nancy Brown 

Charlie Deale 

Kitty Cawood 

Bobby King 

Steve Busch 

July 30 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Becky Oaksmith 

Harry & Cindy Sawyer 

Diane Gilligan 

Jack Spencer 

Steve Busch 

Steve Busch 
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Serving in Worship—August 2017  

Date Times Greeters Liturgists Usher Captains 

August 6 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 am 

Bill & Nancy Busch 

Jerry & Carol Kulasik 

Art Lewis 

Darlene Robbins 

Dick Brown 

Bill Finagin 

August 13 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Lucille Oliver 

Susan Sienkiewich 

Susan Sienkiewich 

Craig Miller 

Charlie Deale 

Bill Finagin 

August 20 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Joyce Brimhall 

Penny Ericsen 

George Lewis 

Pete Salvatore 

John McDowell 

Jack Spencer 

August 27 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Sharon Chace 

Dick Brown 

Jo Anne Smith 

Carol Dakin 

Bobby King 

Jack Spencer 



 

July/August 2017  __                                                    ___________________________page 4   

Vacation Bible School is scheduled August 14th-18th, 9am -12pm. Youngsters ages 3 years (potty-
trained only) to rising 6th graders are invited to participate in a program that promises to be full of 
fun and lots of learning. At Maker Fun Factory VBS, children don’t just hear about God’s love; they see 
it, touch it, sing it, taste it, and put it into action through God Sightings. As they travel from station to 
station, they go deeper into their understanding of God and God’s Son, Jesus.  There will be positions 
for station leaders and crew leaders as well as help needed to decorate.  Registration forms are avail-
able in the racks in the Narthex, by Room 209 and as you leave the building by the elevator. Forms 
can also be found on our website.  Please return paper registrations to the office once they are com-
pleted.  Online registration to attend VBS as well as volunteer can be found at https://vbspro.events/
p/events/a02ea6.  The donation list is available outside the church office door.  Donations can be 
dropped off in the church office.   

   

 
Empty toilet/paper towel rolls 
5 old flat sheets 
20 old beach towels 
1 clear plastic shower curtain 
1 bottle Dawn dish soap 
Metal cans 
1 kickball 
5 funnels 
6 hula hoops 
10 buckets 
Plastic greenery 
 
      
 

24 small spray bottles 
50 landscape anchor pins 
4 10x25 foot rolls of 6 ml plastic sheeting 
Empty large coffee containers 
1 roll of fishing line 
2 bottles hand soap 
2 oz. plastic condiment cups with lids 
1 sheet white Styrofoam (used in packing) 
Blue tarp or shower curtain liner 
10 permanent colored markers 
Shoe boxes 
10 white socks 
4 traffic cones 

VBS 2017 Donations Still Needed 

Our own Karen Jung-Yeon Yim has been 
awarded a full scholarship to the prestig-
ious Manchester Music Festival Young 
Artists Program (http://www.mmfvt.org/
young-artists-program) for a six-week in-
tensive taking place July 3 to August 13 in 
Manchester, VT.  She will perform numer-
ous times during the Festival.  Congratula-
tions Karen!  We are very proud of you! 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/a02ea6
https://vbspro.events/p/events/a02ea6
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Interested in learning to make beautiful stained glass projects?  If so, come to the 
Youth Room at our new day and time, every Monday from 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
to design and make a beautiful work of art.    No previous experience required. 

On Sunday, June 18, we collected $176  for the Noisy Offering.  
We are a little over halfway to funding Well #30.  Many thanks 
for your continued generous giving. 

   ~ United Methodist Women 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: 

The children's Sunday School classes are collecting shoe box items on a monthly basis this year, 
with an emphasis on specific items each month. Then in October they will have a Packing Party! If 
you would like to contribute to their efforts, the collection boxes are located in both Sunday School 
rooms.  

The items for July are Big Kid (10 – 14 yr.) items and Baby (2-4 yr) items -flashlights w/ extra bat-
teries, card games, solar calculators, jump ropes, yo-yos, jacks; baby dolls, squishy toys. 

The items for August are August - School Supplies - notebooks, coloring books, pencils, pencil 
sharpeners, crayons, rulers, etc.  **NO LIQUID GLUE** 

Also, we are going to need $9 per box for shipping and handling.  If any members of the congrega-
tion would be prepared to sponsor a box , please contact Carol Dakin at (443) 758-6235 or 
tianca2@hotmail.com.  Thank you. 

Would you like to learn how to knit?  Interested in making a 
sweater for a child in need?  Join our Crafts for Christ group 
that meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 
from 1:00 pm—3:00 pm in Room 209. 

Every second Saturday of the month at 7:00 pm , come to Room 209 
for a fun-filled evening of fellowship and dominoes.  Hope to see 
you there. 



 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is in 

July and is not listed, please let the office know so 

we can update our database. Thank you.    
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July 1—Cindy Sawyer 

July 2—Stanley Green 

July 3—Nettie Chambers 

July 3—Jeanne Glover 

July 5—Chris Day 

July 9—Tim Dakin 

July 11—Judy Duer 

July 11—Harry Sawyer 

July 12—Ralph Hudson 

July 14—Carol Kulasik 

July 15—Charlie Deale 

July 15—Colleen Jaroszek 

July 15—Dorothy McCollum 

July 19—Bettie Alexander 

July 23—John Henry 

July 23—Ruth Henry 

July 24—William Goodman 

 

July 2—James & Ida-Ann Dunagan 

July 4—Doug & Brook Fowler 

July 6—John & Debbie Chambers 

July 24—Bob & Nancy Plaxico 
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August 2—John Howard 

August 4—Gretchen Butler 

August 11—Carol Dakin 

August 12—Barbara Williams 

August 15—Jane Joseph 

August 18—Steve Morris 

August 19—Jerry Kulasik 

August 20—Dorothy Freeman 

August  28—James Dunagan 

August 28—Joan Nordling 

 

 

 

 

 

August 8—Charles & Joyce Matthews 

August 26—Ron & Margie Wolfe 

August 29—Bobby & Laura King 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is in 

August and is not listed, please let the office know so 

we can update our database. Thank you.    

Beginning Sunday, September 10, our Sunday morning schedule 
will change.   The schedule will be: 

 9:00 am  Sunday School for all ages 

 10:00 am  Coffee Hour 

 10:30 am  Worship Service 

 

See the insert included in this issue of the Lamplighter for more 
information about why our time together on Sunday mornings has 
changed.  



 

Blairlee, our Office Manager will be out of the office at 
IYPC (Interdenominational Young People’s Conference) in 
PA July 2-8 and on vacation with her family July 16 (after 
church)-July 26.  On the days that someone has volun-
teered, the office will be open each weekday during that 
time from 9:00 am—12:00 pm.  Thanks to those who have 
signed up to take a day.    
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On Sunday, September 17, we will be 
blessed to have the Hyssongs with us again.  
The evening will start with a covered dish 
dinner at 5:30 pm and the concert will be 
at 7:00 pm.  You won’t want to miss this 
grace-filled evening.  For more information 
about the Hyssongs, please check out their 
website at http://www.thehyssongs.com.  

The ladies of Faith Circle are planning a trip 
to the Sight and Sound Theater in Lancas-
ter, PA, Wednesday, September 27, 2017. 
"Jonah" is the production which is running 
during this time.   We plan to carpool, have 
lunch at a nearby restaurant, see the mat-
inee show in the afternoon and head back 
to Annapolis late afternoon.  All men and 
women of Trinity are welcome.  Anyone in-
terested in joining our group or in obtaining 
additional information should call or speak 
with Susan Sienkiewich (410-224-4171) or 
Nancy Busch (410-757-7030).   The dead-
line to register for this fun day is Saturday, 
July 15. 

http://www.thehyssongs.com


 

 ANNUAL TRINITY CHURCH PICNIC 
 

 Come bring your family and friends 

  West River Retreat Center 

 (5100 Chalk Point Road, West River, MD) 

  July 16th from 1:00 to 5:00pm 

 (Directions are available in the Church office) 

Bring along a game, if you wish, or plan to just sit and chat.  There are picnic tables  with benches, 
but if you want to be more comfortable, bring your lawn chair.  This is a great opportunity to get to 
know one another.  The pool will be open from  6pm—4:00 pm. Please indicate what you will bring 
below turn it into the church office or call the office and let them know (410-268-1620).   

___________ Hot dogs      ___________ Hot dog rolls   ___________ Hamburgers   __________ Hamburger rolls 

___________ Salad  ___________ Fruit (including watermelon)  ___________ Snacks (chips, pretzels, etc.) 

__________Drinks (including water)  __________Desserts   

Condiments and paper products will be supplied. 

 Name:___________________________________  # attending:________ 

The United Methodist Men are sponsoring a Food Drive for the Light House Shelter, so get in the 
spirit and give, give, give!  There will be a large box wrapped in Christmas paper at each entrance 
in which to place your gifts.  Here’s list of items that are needed:  
 

  Bottled Water     Cereal (Hot or Cold) 

  Canned Chicken or Tuna    Macaroni & Cheese  

  Spaghetti o’s or Ravioli o’s    Peanut Butter     

  Canned Tomatoes     Jelly   

  Canned Fruit      Spaghetti (or other pasta)         

  Pancake Mix      Spaghetti Sauce       

  Syrup             Rice 
 

Additionally, if you would like to make a cash donation, it will be used to buy the items on the list 
from a bulk food store.  Please mark the donation, Christmas in July. 
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Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference 2017 Pastor’s Report 

      For the 233rd time, the Baltimore-Washington Conference gathered for our yearly Annual Con-
ference session from Wednesday May 31 through Friday June 1, 2017. Annual Conference is a re-
quired gathering of all clergy and laity from every congregation of the Baltimore-Washington Con-
ference. This year, over 1,500 people registered to attend Annual Conference! We convened at the 
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, D.C. and were led by our new bishop, Bishop LaTrelle 
Easterling. Bishop Easterling made history by being the first woman to ever serve as the presiding 
bishop of the Baltimore-Washington Conference. Leading such a large, diverse body as ours is no 
easy task, but I was so pleased to see the passion, discipline, faith and fairness Bishop Easterling 
used to keep us on task through a very busy Conference agenda. 

     Our theme this year was “We Are One: Connected in Covenant,” a theme that honors our aspira-
tion to be a unified Body of Christ, but also speaks to the tension and divisions our Conference and 
our entire denomination are experiencing as a result of our serious disagreements over human sex-
uality. 

     Annual Conference began work on that Wednesday afternoon with separate gatherings for clergy 
and laity- the Clergy Executive Session and the Laity Session. That evening we celebrated the official 
opening of the 233rd Annual Conference with worship, a stirring sermon from Bishop Easterling, 
and Holy Communion. The Bishop’s sermon centered on the covenant of Jesus Christ that we share 
with one another. “We are the body of Christ together,” she said. “How we choose to live out our 
days is our response to this covenant. … If we allow ourselves to be divided, we will lose our moral 
witness to the world.” 

     Thursday and Friday were spent in morning, afternoon, and evening sessions which we call 
“Holy Conferencing,” which is the work of worship, prayer, and discerning together of God’s will 
through receiving reports, and considering various pieces of proposed legislation. Here were some 
of the highlights: 

We voted to ratify five different amendments to our denomination’s Constitution which came to 
us from our quadrennial General Conference sessions last spring. One of these amendments 
upholds the integrity and equality of women and girls as a matter of utmost important to our 
church’s ministry, ethical considerations, and theology. All Annual Conferences must also 
vote on these amendments, and each amendment must receive a 2/3 majority of all votes to 
be ratified. 

We passed a resolution for our Conference to become a member of the Religious Coalition on 
Reproductive Choice. (This came as a result of General Conference removing our denomina-
tion’s membership from this organization.) 

We voted to create a Conference-wide boycott of Hewlett-Packard Packard products until they 
cease to profit from the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

We rejected a proposal for the Baltimore-Washington Conference and the Mid-Atlantic Founda-
tion to divest from Hewlett-Packard-Packard, Caterpillar, and Motorola, three companies 
who profit from Israel’s occupation of Palestine. 

We adopted an $18,463,136 Conference budget for 2018, which represents a 0.3% from our 
2017 budget.        (continued on next page) 



 

God does bless His people - “PRAISE GOD”.  The Ladies Spring Celebration was a great success on 
May 13th.  It was well attended.  The theme for this was a Western Hoedown. We seated 92 ladies.  
The United Methodist Men provided eleven waiters, one maî tre d’ and our own in-house Master Chef.   
 

All of the yummy food was prepared by our Master Chef, Art Lewis.  After dinner, the evening was 
blessed by two bands from Trinity, CrossFire and Pistol-Packin' Mama and Her Ranch Hands.   While 
the bands changed their set on stage, Bob Gilbert and I performed skits taken from the TV show "Hee
-Haw" and, yes, I did sleep on the couch that night. Good food, good times and a lot of laughs were 
had by all.  Just one last thing - the center piece (flowers) for the last three years has been provided 
by a young lady from Virginia by the name of Leanna Lee. Just want to give her a Big Thanks. 
 

I want to thank all of the men and ladies who gave of their time, talent and donations to make this 
event a great success and special thanks goes out to our Lord for His guidance and blessing.  Watch 
and wait for next year’s Ladies Spring Celebration.   ~ Tom Myers, UMM Chairman 
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The Benevolence Factor which sets our apportionment rates were slightly lowered to 17.725% 
for 2019. 

At our Thursday evening Ordination and Commissioning service, Bishop Easterling ordained 
seven new Elders, and commissioned one Provisional Deacon and nine Provisional Elders. 

We gave thanks for the service of 24 retiring clergy, representing 617 combined years of service 
to the church. 

We held a special worship service to recognize 75 clergy who will be starting new ministry ap-
pointments beginning on July 1 and the laity who will receive these new spiritual leaders. 

We honored Mr. Andy Thornton who is retiring after 30 years of service as the director of the 
West River Camp and Retreat Center. 

     There were various other reports and presentations which you can read about on our Confer-
ence’s website- http://www.bwcumc.org/events/annual-conference/. 

     As you read this report and peruse our Conference’s website, you’ll see what a large and heavily 
diverse Conference we are. Inevitably, you’ll find things you agree with and embrace and things 
that you do not like and reject. That’s the nature of being a part of such a large mosaic of a church 
family. Yet what unites us is our common commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and our 
Wesleyan heritage. In that respect, there are more, larger things that bind us together than there 
are smaller issues on which we don’t see eye to eye. As we lifted up with this last Annual Confer-
ence, “We are One: Connected in Covenant.” 

     I truly experienced that this year. Even during the times we were passionately divided on hot-
button issues and had to take tough votes, we could still stick together because of our shared cove-
nant in Jesus Christ. May that be a lesson and an example to all of us during the times we don’t 
agree with others concerning the pressing issues of the day. God is greater than all of that! 

   (continued from previous page) 
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**Change Service Requested** 

Facebook:  Trinity United Methodist Church—

Annapolis, MD 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
1300 West Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Phone: (410) 268-1620 
Fax: (410) 216-9197 
Email: trinity.church@verizon.net 
Website: www.trinityannapolis.org 

Upcoming Church Events 

Sunday , July 2—Communion Sunday 

Monday, July 3—Church Office Open 9:00am—12:00pm 

Tuesday, July 4—Church Office Closed—4th of July 

Wednesday, July 5—Friday, July 7—Church Office Open 9:00am—12:00pm 

Sunday, July 16—Church Picnic at West River Retreat Center—1:00pm—5:00 pm 

Monday, July 17—Friday, July 21—Church Office Open 9:00am—12:00pm 

Monday, July 24—Wednesday, July 26—Church Office Open 9:00am—12:00pm 

Sunday, August 6—Communion Sunday 

Sunday, August 20—September Lamplighter Deadline 

Instagram: trinityumcannapolis 


