
 

On April 28, 2017 the Judicial Council of the United Methodist Church made some decisions which I 
want to share with you because they are very consequential in the life of our whole United Methodist 
Church. (The Judicial Council acts as a “Supreme Court” by interpreting the Book of Discipline of the 
United Methodist Church, which is our book of church law.) The Judicial Council made a ruling in re-
sponse to a request for a declaratory decision concerning last year’s consecration of Rev. Karen Olive-
to. Bishop Oliveto is woman married to another woman, and is currently serving as Bishop of the 
Mountain Sky Episcopal Area in Colorado. 
 

Bishops are elected and consecrated at the Jurisdictional level, which means that Bishop Oliveto’s 
Western Jurisdiction elected and consecrated her as a Bishop knowing that she is openly married to 
another woman. 
 

In response to this, the Judicial Council ruled 6-3 that Bishop Oliveto’s consecration is in violation of 
the Book of Discipline. Because the Discipline establishes a due process, she remains a bishop in good 
standing. However, Bishop Oliveto is now subject to charges and a judicial process. Most likely, this 
will result in the revocation of her consecration as a bishop and could also revoke her status as a cler-
gy person. 
 

The Judicial Council came to their conclusion based on the following portions of our Book of Disci-
pline: 
• ¶161G from the Social Principles section of the Discipline says, “The United Methodist Church does 
not condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian 
teaching.” 
• ¶304.3 says, “The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore, self-
avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or ap-
pointed to serve in The United Methodist Church.” 
 ¶2702.1b states that being a self-avowed practicing homosexual is a chargeable offense for a cler-

gy person. 
 

The Judicial Council ruled that Bishop Oliveto’s legal marriage to another woman constitutes a self-
avowal of homosexuality that requires charges, an investigation and a judicial process. 
 

This circumstance is part of a much larger debate in our denomination about the nature of homosex-
uality, gay or lesbian persons serving as clergy, and same-sex marriage. The debate has reached a cri-
sis in which the prospect of a denominational schism is very likely. In fact, a schism almost happened 
at last year’s General Conference. As a result, the General Conference asked our Council of Bishops to 
put together a discernment team that would propose a plan to keep our United Methodist Church to-
gether even though we hold irreconcilable differences concerning homosexuality. This team is called 
the Commission on a Way Forward, and they will present a proposal to a specially called meeting of 
the General Conference in 2019. 
 

These are very tough, tumultuous, uncertain times for our United Methodist Church, and 
what happens affects all of us. I ask you to pray for our Bishops, for the Commission on a 
Way Forward, and for bodies like the Judicial Council. Pray that God will give Spirit-led, 
biblical wisdom, courage, and compassion.     (continued on page 8) 
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    How Can We Assist You?  

Prayer Chain...There is always someone who will pray for you. If 

you would like to place someone on the prayer chain, please call the 

church office (410-268-1620) or Cindy Sawyer at (410-757-0378) or 

hmclsawyer@yahoo.com.   
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Do you like to pray, especially with others?  Join Pastor Chris on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a time of prayer 
for members of our church family and the community, and our 
church.  Holding each other up in prayer is an essential part of our 
discipleship.  Please come and support the life of Christ’s church. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday  — Sunday, June 11th                                                                                

If you have a 2017 graduate  who we can recognize on 
this special Sunday, please provide the church office 
with their name, the school they are graduating from, as 
well as future plans, no later than Monday, June 5th.   

Pentecost Sunday is June 4.  We will celebrate together 
with Sunday School at 9:30 am followed by one com-
bined Worship service at 11:00 am followed by a pic-
nic.  Hope  that you came be there. 

We will have a combined July/August 2017 
Lamplighter.  If you would like information 
included in that newsletter, the deadline for 
getting the information to the church office 
will be Tuesday, June 20. 

mailto:hmclsawyer@yahoo.com


 

Serving in Worship—June 2017  

     Thank you for this important ministry in the life of the church. If you are unable to fulfill 
your scheduled duties, kindly switch with someone and notify the church office.   

Date Times Greeters Liturgists Usher Captains 

June 4 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 am 

Claire Hayward 

Pat Wagner 

Jo Anne Smith 

Kitty Cawood 

Jerry Kulasik 

Jack Spencer 

June 11 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Anne Wilson 

Bill & Gloria Finagin 

Susan Sienkiewich 

Carol Dakin 

Dick Brown 

Tom Myers 

June 18 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Sharon Chace & Amber Trivette 

Kathy Roop 

Art Lewis 

Darlene Robbins 

Dick Brown 

Tom Myers 

June 25 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Dottie Goodman 

Esther Hanson 

Diane Gilligan 

Craig Miller 

Charlie Deale 

Bill Finagin 
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Beautify our Sanctuary, enhance our worship experience, and honor a loved one by donating 
flowers to the altar on Sunday morning.  A donation of $20 will provide a beautiful arrangement 
and you may dedicate them to someone or give them “To the Glory of God.”  Please enclose cash 
or a check payable to Trinity UMC in the amount of $20, mark it “Flower Dedication,” and include 
the Sunday you want to dedicate the flowers.  Place in the offering plate or mail/deliver to the 
church office. 

Trinity United Methodist Church, 1300 West Street, Annapolis, MD  21401 
 

 I would like to dedicate the flowers on Sunday _____________________________ 
   

Your Name:  __________________________________  Your Phone Number: __________________________________ 

Person you want to dedicate flowers to (please write “in memory of” or “in honor of”) and print 
the dedication below: 
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As for Trinity UMC, I commit myself and encourage all of us to maintain several things: 
 
First, we will uphold the Bible as God’s Word and our Book of Discipline as our book of church 
law and covenant that governs how we will operate as a congregation and in relation to the 
rest of the United Methodist Church. 
 
Second, I commit to being in ministry with all people. I will never tolerate rejecting or excluding 
anyone based on race, socio-economic status, disability, political or social stances, or sexual 
orientation. And when we hold different views about homosexuality or any other issue, I will 
model and encourage an openness to listen, to respect different points of view, and find ways 
to remain the church together. 
 
Third, I strongly urge us to keep our commitment to fully participate in the life of our Baltimore-
Washington Conference and the larger denomination. Even with all the tumult, God is still do-
ing amazing things all over the world through our UMC, and that happens because we pray, 
participate, and pay our apportionments in full.  To back away from these covenanted com-
mitments would hurt brothers and sisters all over the world who need our support, and 
would further fracture the whole Church. Now is the time to hold together with Christ and 
each other. 
 
I know that we all have different views and attitudes about homosexuality and other issues. I 
ask that we keep our conversations respectful and open. My door is always open for you when 
you have questions and concerns. And if you would like more information about how the UMC 
is structured, please visit http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/constitutional-structure. 
 
Bottom line friends, do not let this or any other issue distract us from the mission God has giv-
en us to be Christ’s disciples in the world. We have much work to do to grow as disciples of 
Jesus who bless our neighbors with his good news. Issues, debates and threats of schism come 
and go, but God’s kingdom endures. Let’s do all we can to be a part of his kingdom and to keep 
our eyes on Christ. 
 
       Yours in Christ, 
         

    Pastor Chris 

Our church is able, on a case by case basis,  to provide financial assistance to those in need of 
help with rent, utility bills and medical bills.  Those in need may stop into the church office 
Monday-Thursday between the hours of 9:30am and 2:30 pm to speak with Pastor Chris and 
receive one-time help as well as referrals.    Please do not let anyone into the building after 
hours unless they are here for a previously scheduled meeting.  Help is available only during 
scheduled office hours.   
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Interested in learning to make beautiful stained glass projects?  If so, come to the 
Youth Room at our new day and time, every Monday from 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
to design and make a beautiful work of art.    No previous experience required. 

On Sunday, May 21, we collected $212  for the Noisy Offering.  
We are well on our way to funding Well #30.  Many thanks for 
your continued generous giving. 

   ~ United Methodist Women 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: 

The children's Sunday School classes are collecting shoe box items on a monthly basis this year, 
with an emphasis on specific items each month. Then in October they will have a Packing Party! If 
you would like to contribute to their efforts, the collection boxes are located in both Sunday School 
rooms.  

The items for June are BOYS TOYS (5-9) — small cars, balls, and action figures.  ***No war toys, 
Army figures, toy guns, etc.*** 

Also, we are going to need $9 per box for shipping and handling.  If any members of the congrega-
tion would be prepared to sponsor a box , please contact Carol Dakin at (443) 758-6235 or 
tianca2@hotmail.com.  Thank you. 

Would you like to learn how to knit?  Interested in making a 
sweater for a child in need?  Join our Crafts for Christ group 
that meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 
from 1:00 pm—3:00 pm in Room 209. 

Every second Saturday of the month at 7:00 pm , come to Room 209 
for a fun-filled evening of fellowship and dominoes.  Hope to see 
you there. 
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Vacation Bible School is scheduled August 14th-19th, 9am -12pm. Youngsters ages 3 years (potty-
trained only) to rising 6th graders are invited to participate in a program that promises to be full of 
fun and lots of learning. We can hardly wait!  At Maker Fun Factory VBS, children don’t just hear 
about God’s love; they see it, touch it, sing it, taste it, and put it into action through God Sightings. As 
they travel from station to station, they go deeper into their understanding of God and God’s Son, Je-
sus.  For the best possible experience, we need lots of support from our church family. There will be 
positions for 5 station leaders including Bible Discovery, Imagination Station, Kidvid Cinema, Game-
Makers and Snack Service. We will also need crew leaders to accompany small groups of children 
from one station to another. If you love to share your creative streak, come help us decorate. Every-
one has gifts from our Lord, so share them and let’s make this a true tribute to Him.  Registration 
forms are available in the racks in the Narthex, by Room 209 and as you leave the building by the ele-
vator. Forms can also be found on our website.  Please return paper registrations to the office once 
they are completed.  Online registration to attend VBS as well as volunteer can be found at https://
vbspro.events/p/events/a02ea6.  The donation list is available outside the church office door.  Dona-
tions can be dropped off in the church office.  Hope to see you there. 

   

 
Empty toilet/paper towel rolls 
Metal cans 
10 Bungee cords 
1 pkg medium sized rubber bands 
5 old flat sheets 
20 old beach towels 
1 clear plastic shower curtain 
5 funnels 
1 bottle Dawn dish soap 
6 hula hoops 
10 buckets 

24 small spray bottles 
50 landscape anchor pins 
4 10x25 foot rolls of 6 ml plastic sheeting 
4 traffic cones 
1 kickball 
Empty large coffee containers 
Shoe boxes 
10 white socks 
1 roll of fishing line 
2 bottles hand soap 
2 oz. plastic condiment cups with lids 
1 sheet white Styrofoam (as used in packing) 

VBS 2017 Donations Still Needed 

I just want to thank the men of the church for the lovely 
spring celebration on Saturday evening for the women. Thank 
you also to all those who brought us the entertainment. It was 
a lovely evening. The food and entertainment were great! 
Thanks for all you hard work!! 
   

   Susan Beall ~ United Methodist Women 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/a02ea6
https://vbspro.events/p/events/a02ea6


 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is in 

June and is not listed, please let the office know so 

we can update our database. Thank you.    
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June 3 — Tonya Zimmerman 

June 5 — Warren Heffner 

June 6 — Helen Burns 

June 7 — Joyce Matthews 

June 11 —John Chambers 

June 11 — Dee Smith 

June 18 — Carmen Hudgins 

June 18 — Victoria Hudgins 

June 23 — Laura Korba 

 

 

 

 

 

June 1 — Charles & Norma Morris 

June 4 — Art & George Lewis 

June 11 — Bill & Kathy Roop 

June 12 — Charlie & Laura Deale 

June 17 — John & Carole Gallis 

June 25 — Bill & Nancy Bill 

June 28 — John & Kitty Howard 

June 29 — Chris & Blairlee Owens 

We are in need of more ushers at both ser-
vices.  Please contact Dick Brown, at (410) 
757-4966, if you feel led to serve Trinity as an 
usher or would like more information. 

Blairlee will be out of the office July 3 and 
July 5-7 serving on staff of the Interdenomi-
national Young People’s Conference (IYPC).  
On those days, she would love to have some-
one sit at the desk in the office to greet peo-
ple and answer the phones from 9:00 am – 
12:00 pm.  If you are able to lend a hand, 
please contact Blairlee in the office at (410) 
268-1620 or trinity.church@verizon.net.   

mailto:trinity.church@verizon.net


 

**Change Service Requested** 

Facebook:  Trinity United Methodist Church—

Annapolis, MD 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
1300 West Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Phone: (410) 268-1620 
Fax: (410) 216-9197 
Email: trinity.church@verizon.net 
Website: www.trinityannapolis.org 

Upcoming Church Events 

Sunday , June 4 — Pentecost Sunday—One Combined Service @ 11:00 am followed by a 

   Church Picnic 

Wednesday, June 7 — Last Chancel Choir rehearsal until the Fall 

Sunday, June 11 — Graduate Recognition Sunday at 9:30 am & 11:00 am services 

     Chancel Choir Program & Dinner @ 5:30 pm 

Sunday, June 17 — Southern Maryland Emmaus Potluck & Gathering at 5:00 pm 

Sunday, June 18 — Happy Father’s Day 

Tuesday, June 20 — July/August Lamplighter deadline 

Instagram: trinityumcannapolis 


