
 

“Hearts Burning within Us” 
 

They were tired and bitter. With heads slumped down they slowly walked that long, familiar road back home. 
Dreams were dashed. Hopes were crushed. What could have been and should have been was no more. 
 

And then a stranger came up beside them. Within the next few hours, what he shared changed their lives for-
ever. Their dulled, sullen hearts began to burn within them! 
 

This is the famous story of the road to Emmaus found in Luke 24:13-35. I encourage you to read it. It’s an unu-
sual, beautiful Easter morning account. Two disciples, Cleopas and his companion (Mrs. Cleopas, perhaps??) 
were walking to the village of Emmaus, most likely their home, after Jesus had been crucified. The long awaited 
Messiah had finally come, and when he came, the unthinkable had happened. He was arrested, tried, and cruci-
fied by the Roman authorities. And then there were strange stories of his empty tomb. 
 

Of course, the irony of the story was that the risen Jesus was with them the whole time, teaching them from the 
Scriptures, encouraging them, and letting them in on the biblical truth that the Messiah would indeed suffer 
and then enter his glory. But Cleopas and his companion were so bogged down in their grief and disappoint-
ment that they could not recognize that their risen Lord was right there beside them. 
 

It wasn’t until Jesus taught them and shared a meal- the first Easter Communion- that they finally saw Jesus for 
who he was, risen and alive, full of power and grace. Indeed, his death and resurrection were beginning to 
change the world, beginning with these two people. 
 

The message for us from Luke’s Emmaus road Easter is clear: the risen Jesus is with us to conquer any doubt, 
fear, disappointment, grief, or loss. We no longer have to live in the world of what used to be, what could have 
been, and what should have been. Negativity and cynicism are things of the past. With Jesus, all things are pos-
sible right here, right now. 
 

I sense that in our next year together, we’re going to face some serious decision-making about our worship life, 
how we learn together, and what kind of mission God is calling us to. Let’s face it: decision making is tough. 
Too often I’ve seen churches and church members respond to decision making by recalling what they used to 
do or what they’ve always done. They get fearful, not knowing what will happen if they make a bold decision.  
 

They let the stress of the decision-making process create unneeded tension and division. Or they complain 
about having to make a decision at all. Notice that all these responses are driven by fear and cynicism. It’s like 
they lost faith that Jesus was with them at all! 
 

But imagine how different we would be if we make decisions knowing that the risen Lord Jesus is walking right 
beside us. Our hearts would be burning with hope, not despair. We would be courageous, not fearful. We could 
commit to big things, not small, safe things. 
 

Just like those disciples on Easter morning, I firmly believe our best days are still ahead of us. All it takes is for 
us to operate like Easter people who look to Jesus Christ, and trust Him as our risen Lord. He has enough life-
giving power to make anything possible! I hope you believe and trust this, too, enough to stake your life and 
our church on it. 
 

    Yours in Christ, 

               Pastor Chris 
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    How Can We Assist You?  

Prayer Chain...There is always someone who will pray for you. If 

you would like to place someone on the prayer chain, please call the 

church office (410-268-1620) or Cindy Sawyer at (410-757-0378) or 

hmclsawyer@yahoo.com.   
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So we are now collecting for Well #29!  After the Noisy 
Offering on March 19 of $364, we need $189.25 more for 
Well #29.  Thank so much for your generous support of 
this mission. 

   ~ United Methodist Women 

Do you like to pray, especially with others?  Join Pastor Chris on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a time of prayer 
for members of our church family and the community, and our 
church.  Holding each other up in prayer is an essential part of our 
discipleship.  Please come and support the life of Christ’s church. 

mailto:hmclsawyer@yahoo.com


 

Serving in Worship—April 2017  

     Thank you for this important ministry in the life of the church. If you are unable to fulfill 
your scheduled duties, kindly switch with someone and notify the church office.   

Date Times Greeters Liturgists Usher Captains 

April 2 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 am 

Joyce Brimhall 

Diane Gilligan 

George Lewis 

Carol Dakin 

Charlie Deale 

Tom Myers 

April 9 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Claudia  Johnson 

Nora Lee Mahr 

Susan Sienkiewich 

Bill Finagin 

Jerry Kulasik 

Tom Myers 

April 16 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Bill & Nancy Busch 

Dottie Goodman 

Diane Gilligan 

Kitty Cawood 

Steve Busch 

Bill Finagin 

April  23 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Bob & Nancy Plaxico 

Richard & Susan Sienkiewich 

JoAnne Smith 

Jack Spencer 

Bobby King 

Bill Finagin 

April 30 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Becky Oaksmith 

Harry & Cindy Sawyer 

Charlie Deale 

Darlene Robbins 

Bill Busch 

Bill Busch 
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 Our own Karen Jung-Yeon Yim will be presenting a piano recital 
in the Gildenhorn Recital Hall at the Clarice Smith Performing 
Arts Center (8270 Alumni Drive, College Park, MD 20742) on 
Thursday, April 6 at 8:00 pm.  Come out and support Karen and 
listen to some beautiful music. 

Enthusiasm abounds for the upcoming Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) scheduled for August 14-19, from 9:00 am—12:00 pm.  
We will experience a world where curious kids, ages 3 years (potty-trained 
only) to rising 6th graders, become hands-on inventors and discover they’re 
lovingly crafted by God.  Grown-ups are welcome to join us in planning and 
participating too.  Stay tuned for more information but mark your calendars 
now so that you don’t miss out on the fun. 

Germantown Elementary School—Career Week 

Friday, May 12—Parent Day—9:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Parents or family members and community members visit classrooms to 
share careers. 

Please visit the following link for more information and to sign up by May 1 
(http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0845acab23a3f58-community) 
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   OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: 

The children's Sunday School classes are collecting shoe box items on a monthly basis this year, 
with an emphasis on specific items each month. Then in October they will have a Packing Party! If 
you would like to contribute to their efforts, the collection boxes are located in both Sunday School 
rooms.  

The items for April are HYGIENE ITEMS – Bar soaps (Ivory is good) , toothbrushes, washcloths, 
small Kleenex packs. (NO shampoos or other liquids and lotions, or TOOTHPASTE.) 

If you have any questions, see or call Carol Dakin, 443-758-6235. 

Seven children and seven adults from Trinity enjoyed 
an outing at the North Arundel Aquatics Center in Glen 
Burnie.  Upon our arrival the sky grew dark, thunder 
roared, and lightning flashed as rain poured from the 
heaven.  The pool closed just 20 minutes before our 
group was to enter to we waited patiently for the skies 
to clear and the pool to reopen.  While we were waiting, 
God sent a beautiful rainbow letting us know that He 
was in complete control. 

When the pool reopened one-half hour later, our group 
was allowed to go to the dressing room first, so they 
were nearly first getting into the pool where they had a 
blast going down the slides, being carried around and 
around in the swirling current area and purposely be-
ing dumped on with buckets of water.   

We hope others will be able to join us when we plan 
our next activity. 

 

 

 

 

Get fit for spring gardening, summer vacationing 
and general well-being.  Join us beginning April 3, 
for 10 weeks, on Mondays and Thursdays from 
9:00 am—10:15 am (cardio & strength training) 
and on Wednesdays beginning April 26, for 8 
weeks, from 9:00 am—10:10 am (strength & flexi-
bility training) in the Auditorium.  Hope to see you 
there.  For more information, call Jackie Greene at 
(443-221-1970). 

Plan on coming out to the church on Sat-
urday, April 8 at 9:00 am to help with our 
church spring clean-up.  Please bring gar-
dening tools, rakes, wheelbarrows, and 
other items needed to help beautify our 
church property.  No experience needed 
because on-the-job training will be pro-
vided.      (Rain date—Saturday, April 29) 



 

April 2017__                _________                                              page 5 

Interested in learning to make beautiful stained glass projects?  If so, come to the 
Youth Room at our new day and time, every Monday from 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
to design and make a beautiful work of art.    No previous experience required. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join with other members of the congregation in beautifying the sanctuary with Easter lilies.  
This is a wonderful time to remember and/or honor a loved one.  The flowers will adorn the chancel 
on Easter Sunday.  After the 11:00 am worship service they may be taken home for you to enjoy.  
This order form, along with your check (made payable to Trinity United Methodist Church) or cash 
may be placed in the collection plate or mailed to: 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

1300 West Street 

Annapolis, MD  21401 
 

Lily $10.00 each (qty) ____ TOTAL $__________ 
 

Your Name:  __________________________________ 
 

Your Phone Number: ___________________________ 
 

In Honor of:  _________________________________ 
 

In Memory of: ________________________________ 

 

ORDER DEADLINE is Monday, April 10, 2017 

Would you like to learn how to knit?  Interested in making a 
sweater for a child in need?  Join our Crafts for Christ group 
that meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 
from 1:00 pm—3:00 pm in Room 209. 
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    Easter Party and Egg Hunt 

 

    Saturday, April 15 from 10:00 am - 11:30am 

 

    Trinity UMC Auditorium & Grounds 

 

All children are invited to our annual Easter Party and Egg Hunt, for a morning of fun, including 
crafts, an Easter story, an egg hunt, games of skill, and refreshments.  We are in need of volunteers 
to help make the day a wonderful experience for the children, If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact Kitty Cawood at (410) 212-2645. 

 

Sunday, April 9  9:30 am & 11:00 am   Palm Sunday Services 

    9:30 am   Sunday School for all 

         

Thursday, April 13  6:00 pm   Dinner, Communion and Foot Washing  

 

Friday, April 14  7:00 pm   Good Friday Service 

 

Sunday, April 16  6:30 am   Easter Sunrise Service at Oyster Harbor  
        Community Beach 

    9:30 am & 11:00 am  Easter Sunday Services 

    9:30 am   Sunday School for all 

Easter Sunrise Overlooking the Chesapeake 

Come celebrate our risen Lord as the sun rises over the 
Chesapeake!  Please join us for Trinity’s Easter Sunrise 
Service at Oyster Harbor Community Beach on the shore 
of the Chesapeake.  The service will start at 6:00 am on 
Sunday, April 16, and everyone is welcome, so please 
invite neighbors and friends.  The beach is located at 
3307 Shore Drive in Annapolis, which is about 15 
minutes from Trinity.  Please bring a beach chair or blan-
ket if you’d like to sit.  After the service, everyone is in-
vited for hot drinks and refreshments at Nancy and Bob 
Plaxico’s home nearby. 



 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is 

in April and is not listed, please let the office 

know so we can update our database. Thank 

you.    

    April 2017___                       _______ _________                          ___          _page 7 

 

 

April 3—Richard Sienkiewich 

April 6—Karl Alexander 

April 7—Rebecca Sawyer 

April 10—Erin McClintock 

April 20—Steven Busch 

April 21—Colin Hedges 

April 21—Denise Lorenzen 

April 30—Bobby King 

April 30—Jacob Owens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 1— Bob & Pam Stewart 

April 23—Jim & Claudia Johnson 

April 26—Harry & Cindy Sawyer 

April 27—Lou & Janet Lemond 

April 29—Tom & Judy Myers 

April 30—Joe & Diane Wise 

Date:   Saturday, May 13, 2017 

Time:  5:00 p.m.  

Please mark the date on your calendar.  As we did last 
year, there will be a menu selection form to choose from 
and we will need the number of guests you would like to 
bring.  All ladies (mothers, daughters, granddaughters, 
sisters, etc.) are invited—just remember that all of you 
are someone’s daughter.  Watch for updates in upcoming 
Sunday bulletins.  More information will be coming soon.  
Reservations will be required.  Please make your reser-
vations with the church office. 



 

**Change Service Requested** 

Facebook:  Trinity United Methodist Church—

Annapolis, MD 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
1300 West Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Phone: (410) 268-1620 
Fax: (410) 216-9197 
Email: trinity.church@verizon.net 
Website: www.trinityannapolis.org 

Upcoming Church Events 

Sunday, April 2—Communion Sunday 

Thursday, April 6—Karen Jung-Yeon Yim Piano Recital—College Park, MD—8:00 pm 

Saturday, April 8—Church Spring Clean-up—9:00 am (Rain date—Saturday, April 29—9:00 am) 

Sunday, April 9—Palm Sunday—Services—9:30 am & 11:00 am ; Sunday School—9:30 am 

Thursday, April 13—Maundy Thursday—Dinner with Communion & Foot Washing—6:00 pm 

Friday, April 14—Good Friday—Service—7:00 pm 

Saturday, April 15—Trinity Easter Egg Party & Egg Hunt—10:00 am  

Sunday, April 16—Easter Sunday—Sunrise Service—6:00 am at Oyster Harbor Community 

 Beach; Services at Trinity at 9:30 am & 11:00 am; Sunday School for all—9:30 am 

Instagram: trinityumcannapolis 


