
 

 

From the very beginnings of the Church almost 2,000 years ago, we have affirmed the vital connec-
tion we share with Christians everywhere and that together we make up one holy Church of Jesus 
Christ. We’re one big family. Think of it: across many different cultures, languages, and even ages of 
time, we are brothers and sisters with a common bond of one Lord, one faith, one baptism (Ephesians 
4:5). 

 

Almost eleven years ago, I had the extraordinary opportunity to spend 15 days in Sierra Leone on the 
west coast of Africa. I was invited by the resident United Methodist bishop of Sierra Leone to be a 
guest at their Annual Conference. When I arrived, I was immediately shocked at how different a place 
and people Sierra Leone is. Everything I saw, heard, touched and tasted was vastly different from an-
ything I had ever experienced. 

 

But, when I was among fellow Christians, I felt right at home. I knew we were connected together by a 
common faith in Jesus. It’s hard to put into words, but there was a deep inner bond that I felt with 
these brothers and sisters. Despite all the layers of cultural, historical, racial and geographic differ-
ences between us, there was no distance between our hearts. 

 

We are connected together as one Body of Christ, and as United Methodists, one of the very practical 
parts of our connection are the Apportionment payments we make each month. This is not a “tax” or 
just another bill we pay. Our Apportionment payments support the work of our Baltimore-
Washington Conference, and a small piece of that supports the work of the entire United Methodist 
Church. 

 

Let’s break it down. Of every dollar you and I put in the offering plate, 89-cents of it stays right here 
with Trinity. 11-cents is given to our Conference as Apportionments. Of that 11-cents, 6.8-cents is 
spent solely on mission and ministry. It pays for things like youth ministry, campus ministry, starting 
new congregations, equipping, training and resourcing congregations, local and international mis-
sions, and more. The other 4.2-cents finances the administration and operation of our Conference. 

 

So in other words, what we pay in Apportionments goes to further the ministry and mission of our 
Conference and the whole United Methodist Church. Along with every other United Methodist con-
gregation in the world, we pay Apportionments to resource a regional and worldwide ministry none 
of us could do on our own. For the two years I served on our Conference staff as a resource coach and 
consultant for congregations, clergy and lay leadership (my work supported by your Apportion-
ments), I saw so much of this first hand. Any apprehension I might have had before about paying Ap-
portionments quickly vanished. 

 

        (continued on page 4) 
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    How Can We Assist You?  

Prayer Chain...There is always someone who will pray for you. If 

you would like to place someone on the prayer chain, please call the 

church office (410-268-1620) or Cindy Sawyer at (410-757-0378) or 

hmclsawyer@yahoo.com.   

February 2017____                                                          page 2     

After sending in the money for Well #27 on October 20, 
we received a donation for Well #28, which was sent in on 
January 5.  So we are now collecting for Well #29!  After 
the Noisy Offering on January 15 of $223.50, we have 
$1,044.25 of the $1,800 needed for Well #29.  Thank so 
much for your generous support of this mission. 

   ~ United Methodist Women 

Do you like to pray, especially with others?  Join Pastor Chris on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a time of prayer 
for members of our church family and the community, and our 
church.  Holding each other up in prayer is an essential part of our 
discipleship.  Please come and support the life of Christ’s church. 

mailto:hmclsawyer@yahoo.com
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Interested in learning to make beautiful stained glass projects?  If so, come to the 
Youth Room at our new day and time, every Monday from 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
to design and make a beautiful work of art.    No previous experience required. 

Winter Relief 

Trinity will be hosting Winter Relief guests again February 27-March 6, 
2017.  We are in need of blankets, twin sheets and pillow cases, bath tow-
els, wash cloths, toothpaste, soap, and shampoo.  Monetary donations are 
always welcome.  Please drop off donations in the church office. 

Signups for February 27-March 6, 2017 are now available either in the 
church office or on the church website via Signup Genius at  http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caeaf2ea1fd0-winter.  We will be 
using the same sign-ups as we did the first week.  If you can’t serve the 
same day and time that you did the first week, let the church office know 
by Wednesday, February 15. 

Would you like to learn how to knit?  Interested in making a 
sweater for a child in need?  Join our Crafts for Christ group 
that meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month 
from 1:00 pm—3:00 pm in Room 209. 

It’s the time of year to begin thinking about Trinity’s Women’s Retreat, 
“Living Strong: You Are What You Think,” coming up September 15-17, 
2017 at Sandy Cove (http://www.sandycove.org).  This year, the present-
er will be Veirdre Jackson.  It is her desire to help us create some new 
daily habits to direct us away from some of the toxic thoughts and traps 
that keep us from God’s promised life of abundance and purpose.  We will 
be staying in rooms that hold 3-4 people.  The cost for the weekend is 
$279.  If you are interested in going, a down payment of $140 is needed 
by February 27, with the remainder ($139) due at the end of June.  Please 
get your payment to Marilyn Harrison.  If you have any questions, please 
see Marilyn Harrison or Nancy Busch. 
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Word from our Pastor  (continued from page 1) 

 

While he was making a worldwide collection to support poor, persecuted Christians in Jerusa-
lem, the Apostle Paul said this:  

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord's peo-
ple but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of 
the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the 
obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for 
your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in their 
prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace 
God has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!   

        2 Corinthians 9:12-15 

We never know the number of lives we bless with our tithes and offerings and the difference 
that a small portion of those tithes and offerings called Apportionments does to bless even more 
lives for Jesus Christ. Yet we can be sure that everything we give results in people thanking and 
praising God while praying for us, too. That’s the joy and the blessing of being connected into a 
worldwide church! 

 

         Yours In Christ, 

         Pastor Chris 

You should have received your 2016 End of Year Giving Statements in the mail.  If your 
name appears below, ignore the statement you received in the mail.  You will be receiv-
ing a revised statement soon.  It will be labeled “Revised.”    

     ~ Thank you, Jack Spencer, Financial Secretary 

 Bill & Kathy Roop   Joe & Diane Wise   Tim & Carol Dakin 

 Murray Korman & Cathy Hall Lee Hanson    Nancy Morgan 

 Bill & Gloria Finagin   Darlene Robbins   Chris & Blairlee Owens 

 Norma Gilland-Morris  Jeanne Glover    Steve & Cathleen Morris 

 Ralph & Lynn Hudson  Bob Gilbert     Karl & Bettie Alexander 

 Pete & Barbara Salvatore         Roy Griest    Susan Beall 

 Pete & Sandy Nicolini 



 

Serving in Worship—February 2017  

     Thank you for this important ministry in the life of the church. If you are unable to fulfill 
your scheduled duties, kindly switch with someone and notify the church office.   

Date Times Greeters Liturgists Usher Captains 

February 5 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 am 

Steve & Cathleen Morris 

Harry & Cindy Sawyer 

Charlie Deale 

Craig Miller 

Jerry Kulasik 

Bill Finagin 

February 12 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Joan George 

Penny Ericsen 

George Lewis 

Pete Salvatore 

Pat Linthicum 

Bill Finagin 

February 19 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Carol Kulasik 

Margy Wolfe 

Jo Anne Smith 

Kitty Cawood 

Steve Busch 

Bill Busch 

February 26 9:30 am 

11:00 a.m. 

Lucille Oliver 

Marilyn Harrison 

Diane Gilligan 

Jack Spencer 

Charlie Deale 

Bill Busch 
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The Worship Committee would like to thank everyone 
who helped to get the Christmas decorations taken down 
and packed away in the attic for another year.  We appre-
ciate everyone’s efforts in getting it completed in record 
time.  Trinity is blessed with devoted and faithful mem-
bers.  God is good! 

The Worship Committee would like to thank all who purchased poinset-
tias to adorn the Sanctuary during the Christmas holidays.  We apologize 
if anyone was disappointed with the condition of the plants when they 
were picked up.  Next year, we will not put them out closer to Christmas 
Eve so that they remain fresh. 



 

   February 2017____                                                                                     page 6  

For inclement weather-related closings and delays, we follow the Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools system. If they are delayed or closed due to inclement 
weather, we are, too- unless the groups affected say otherwise. In that case, the 
group leader must contact all group leaders. If there is a two hour morning delay, 
our office will open at 11 AM and any morning activities will be cancelled. If 
there is an early closure due to weather, any affected afternoon or evening ac-
tivities will be cancelled. In the event of inclement weather on a Sunday, the 
pastor in consultation with the heads of the Trustees and Church Council will 
make a decision, and any changes to our Sunday schedule will be announced on 
our church office voicemail message, on our website, and on Facebook. 

Building Security 

 

Because of our location and our growing work with our homeless neighbors, building 
security is very important. With the exception of worship services or an event where 
outside doors can be monitored, all outside doors must remain locked and closed at 
all times. If you are concluding an event or gathering, please be sure that lights are off 
and all doors are locked behind you. 
 

Also- just as important- during the week, please be very careful who you let into the 
building. Twice in one day, Trinity folks who were going in or out allowed two people 
entrance into the building, and our office staff did not know about it until they were 
already well inside the building. We have a door buzzer and intercom to monitor peo-
ple who want to enter the building, and we rely on those for our own safety. If some-
one you do not know or who looks suspicious to you wants to enter the building, re-
main Christ-like and calm, but use extra caution. Check with our office staff first be-
fore allowing them to enter. 
 

For the Arundel House of Hope Winter Relief Intake Center which we host Monday 
through Friday during the winter months, there is a dedicated stairwell and entrance, 
and that is their only allowed point of access. That entrance, adjoining hallways, and 
the youth room where Winter Relief guests are present are carefully monitored with 
video cameras and Intake Center staff. However, other entrances and parts of the 
building are not nearly as secure. So please do not allow these guests entrance or ac-
cess to any other part of the building at any time. 



 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is in 

February and is not listed, please let the office 

know so we can update our database. Thank you.    
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February 6—Pat Linthicum 

February 7—Kitty Cawood 

February 9—Debbie Chambers 

February 9—Barbara Salvatore 

February 10—Joan George 

February 11—Diane Gilligan 

February 19—Merle Hoffman 

February 19—Cathleen Morris 

February  23—Tracy Alexander 

February 23—Rod Jaroszek 

February 23—Pat Wagner 

February 25—Pete Salvatore 

February 28—Claire Hayward 

February 28—Wanda Palmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 18—Don & Martha Defibaugh 

February 19—Jack & Sylvia Spencer 

Heads up for fun!  Plans are being made to attend an 
Interactive Murder Mystery Dinner Theater on Mon-
day, March 20 at 6:30 pm at the Sunrise Restaurant, 
625 Greenway Road, S.E., Glen Burnie, MD 21061.  The 
cost per person is $56.50, which includes all taxes and 
gratuities.  If you are interested, please call C.J. at the 
Sunrise Restaurant at (443) 422-3810 for reserva-
tions.  Indicate that you will be coming with the group 
from Trinity United Methodist Church of Annapolis 
(We need to do this in order to be able to sit together.).  
You will be responsible for your own transportation, 
and perhaps carpooling is an option.  Call to make your 
reservations ASAP because the venue is small and fills 
up quickly. 



 

**Change Service Requested** 

Facebook:  Trinity United Methodist Church—

Annapolis, MD 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
1300 West Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Phone: (410) 268-1620 
Fax: (410) 216-9197 
Email: trinity.church@verizon.net 
Website: www.trinityannapolis.org 

Upcoming Church Events 

Friday, February 3—Church Office Closed 

Sunday, February 5—Communion Sunday 

Monday, February 20—President’s Day—Church Office Closed 

Monday, February 20—March Lamplighter deadline 

Monday, February 27—Monday, March 6—Winter Relief 

Wednesday, March 1—Ash Wednesday Service in the Chapel—7:00 pm 

Instagram: trinityumcannapolis 


