
 

Every year there are a few holidays movies I must watch. It’s a Wonderful Life starring Jimmy Stewart 
is one of them. It’s an old, classic Christmastime movie, yes, but its message is timeless. In this movie, 
George Bailey learns the meaningful impact one life can have on countless other lives without even 
being conscious of it. Standing on a snowy bridge after a devastating failure, he contemplated taking 
his own life. But then he received a Christmas gift of a lifetime- the chance to see what the world 
would be like if he had never been born. What he saw was a long nightmare of broken lives. From that 
George learned a lesson I hope all of us can learn, that we touch so many other lives, often without 
knowing. And there’s always room for more. 
 

Looking ahead to a new year- 2017!- I wonder what new and different things we can be and do. It’s 
not enough just to go on to exist and survive. Life with the Lord happens when through his Spirit, the 
Spirit’s power and gifts, we stand up to live and share the Good News of Jesus in a way that changes 
lives. We don’t just talk about it. We do it, and we give God the praise for the fruits we see. 
 

I love this passage from Jeremiah, which gives us all the assurance we need to be this kind of people 
of God: 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with 
the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 

“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” de-
clares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will 
be their God, and they will be my people.” 

Jeremiah 31:31, 33 

The new covenant this passage speaks of is already ours. It’s Jesus Christ! He has made us God’s peo-
ple and has put his words into our hearts. In other words, we have all we need within us to be God’s 
people who bless the rest of the world. 
 

Strong promises, aren’t they? In 2017, let’s live into this reality even more. Let’s not be afraid to step 
out in faith, try new things, and take risks. Let’s not be afraid to love and include all people, especially 
people on the fringes. At the same time, let’s dig deeper into our faith and into God’s Word. Let’s con-
tinue to grow up as disciples of Jesus. Through powerful worship, studying the Scriptures together, 
growing in our ability to pray, we commit ourselves to be like Jesus in every way. 
 

I’m excited to be your pastor in 2017. I invite you to grow and serve with me so that at this time 12 
months from now we can look back and see how we’ve grown and the difference we’ve made in peo-
ples’ lives and how we’ve blessed them. 
 

Indeed “it’s a wonderful life” God has given us. With Jesus it’s a phenomenal life. In this new year, let’s 
live the phenomenal life together, with Christ and with each other! 
 

              Yours in Christ, 

     Pastor Chris 
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    How Can We Assist You?  

Prayer Chain...There is always someone who will pray for you. If 

you would like to place someone on the prayer chain, please call the 

church office (410-268-1620) or Cindy Sawyer at (410-757-0378) or 

hmclsawyer@yahoo.com.   
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Interested in learning to make beautiful stained 
glass projects?  If so, come to the Youth Room 
at our new day and time, every Monday from 
10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. to design and make a 
project.    No previous experience required. 

Do you like to pray, especially with others?  Join Pastor Chris on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a time of prayer 
for members of our church family and the community, and our 
church.  Holding each other up in prayer is an essential part of our 
discipleship.  Please come and support the life of Christ’s church. 

mailto:hmclsawyer@yahoo.com
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Monday Morning Bible Study returns begin-
ning Monday, January through Monday, April 
10 from 9:30 am--11:30 am in Room 209.  We 
will continue our study of Galatians.  No book is 
needed other than your Bible.  The study is 
open to all who seek an understanding of 
Paul’s letters to the churches.   

Wednesday Bible Study with the Pastor:  Be-
ginning Wednesday, February 1 through Wednes-
day, May 24, Pastor Chris will be leading a Bible 
study on the Gospel of John-Part 2.  There will be 
two sessions: 10:00 am to 11:30 am and 7:00 pm 
to 8:30 pm.  The cost of the book is $8.  If you 
took Part 1, you already have the book you will 
need.  We will not meet on 3/1 and 4/12.  Please 
let the church office know if you need a book. 

Winter Relief 

Trinity will be hosting Winter Relief guests from January 23-20, 2017 
and February 27-March 6, 2017.  We are in need of blankets, twin 
sheets and pillow cases, bath towels, wash cloths, toothpaste, soap, 
and shampoo.  Monetary donations are always welcome.  Please drop 
off donations in the church office. 

Signups for the first week, January 23-30, 2017 are now available either 
in the church office or on the church website via Signup Genius at  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4caeaf2ea1fd0-winter 

We are in need of Coffee Hour hosts/hostesses  to fill in the 
new 2017 schedule.  Please consider helping out in this vital 
part of the Sunday Morning Worship experience.  The job en-
tails serving simple snacks, coffee and juice, to your fellow 
church family.  On the job training will be provided, if needed.  
Don’t feel you can handle it by yourself, then team up with 
one or two others.  You can arrange your own team or you 
can be paired by our coordinator.  The new 2017 schedule is 
hanging in the kitchen.  Please sign up for one or more Sun-
days.  If you have any questions, please contact Pat King at 
(443) 203-6366 or ping0110@comcast.net. 
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2017 TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OFFICERS 

Council Chair: Roger Harrison 

Lay Member/Member of Annual Conference: Carol Dakin 

Member of Annual Conference: TBD 

Administrative Wing of Church Council: 

     Secretary: Sylvia Spencer 

     Finance Chair: Peter Salvatore 

     Financial Secretary: Jack Spencer 

     Treasurer: Nancy Busch 

     SPRC Chair: Bill Finagin 

     Trustees Chair: to be elected by Trustees in January 2017 

Ministries Wing of Church Council: 

     Secretary: Sylvia Spencer 

     Children’s Discipleship Ministries: Sylvia Spencer 

     Communications Chair: Terry Ericsen 

     Evangelism Chair: Linda Beall 

     Missions Co-chairs: Nancy Plaxico & Carole Gallis 

     Stewardship Chair: Kitty Cawood 

     Worship Co-Chairs: Joyce Brimhall & Pat Linthicum 

     Kitchen Coordinator: Diane Gilligan 

     Nursery Coordinator: Sylvia Spencer 

     Safe Sanctuaries Coordinator: Cindy Sawyer 

     Fellowship Ministries Chair: Joshua Wallace 

     Thursday Night Dinner Coordinator: Diane Gilligan 

     Coffee Hour Coordinator: Pat King 

     Librarian: TBD 

Council At-Large Members: 

     2017: Bob Gilbert 

     2018: Justin Green 

     2019: Roy Griest 

Board of Trustees:  

     Chair: elected at January 2017 meeting 

     2017: Steven Busch, Claire Haywood, Kathy Roop 

     2018: John Henry, Jim Day, Charlie Deale 

     2019: Jerry Kulasik, Mike Williams, Becky Oaksmith  

Nominations and Leadership Development 
Committee: (chaired by the Pastor) 

     2017: Ron Burdge, Bob Gilbert, George Lewis 

     2018: Bettie Alexander, Barbara Williams,  

   Diane Gilligan 

     2019: Susan Sienkiewich, Sylvia Spencer 

SPRC (Staff-Parish Relations Committee): 

     2017: Bill Finagin, Dottie Goodman, Art Lewis 

     2018: John Chambers, John McDowell,  

   Laura Kristiansen 

     2019: Joyce Matthews, Kurt Shovestul,  

   Bruce George 

Finance Committee: (all named elsewhere  
except for At-Large Member) 

     Chair: Peter Salvatore 

     Financial Secretary: Jack Spencer 

     Treasurer: Nancy Busch 

     SPRC Chair: Bill Finagin 

     Trustees Chair: to be elected in January 2017 

     Lay Member to Annual Conference: TBD 

     At-Large Member: Claudia Johnson 

Long Range Planning Committee: Inactive 

     Endowment Committee: 

     Chair: Kitty Cawood 

     Lay Leader: Carol Dakin 

     Chairs or representatives of Church Council,  

     Trustees and Finance 



 

Serving in Worship—January 2017  

     Thank you for this important ministry in the life of the church. If you are unable to fulfill 
your scheduled duties, kindly switch with someone and notify the church office.   

Date Times Greeters Liturgists Usher Captains 

January 1 10:00 a.m. Joyce Brimhall 

Martha Defibaugh 

George Lewis 

 

Steve Busch 

January 8 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Bill & Nancy Busch 

Diane Gilligan 

Jo Anne Smith 

Darlene Robbins 

John McDowell 

Jack Spencer 

January 15 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Claudia Johnson 

Sue Jordan 

Diane Gilligan 

Pete Salvatore 

Pat Linthicum 

Jack Spencer 

January 22 9:30 am 

11:00 a.m. 

Sharon Chace & Amber Trivette 

Nora Lee Mahr 

Susan Sienkiewich 

Kitty Cawood 

Bill Busch 

Tom Myers 

January 29 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Becky Oaksmith 

Richard & Susan Sienkiewich 

Art Lewis 

Darlene Robbins 

Bobby King 

Tom Myers 

January 2017__                                                              page 5 

On behalf of our Finance Committee and Church Council, I’d like to share the wonderful news that 
because of your overwhelming generosity, we have received the funding we need to meet all of our 
expenses and financial obligations, including 100% of our Apportionment payments to our 
Conference… with some cushion going into 2017! Praise God!  
 

Considering where we were just a month ago from the writing of this note, it was going to be a steep 
uphill climb for us to make. I had sent you a letter stating that we were in need of over $55,000 to 
finish the year with all expenses and obligations met. Within days of that letter going out, you re-
sponded with the kind of strong generosity that has been a hallmark characteristic of Trinity UMC. 
For me, it was a miraculous thing to see. So again, thank you very, very much for your sacrificial giv-
ing towards the work God has called us to do. 
 

Next year, I’d like to work with you to make sure we can remain financially strong throughout the 
year. As incredible as your response has been, I don’t want us to be in this same predicament next 
year. We can avoid that if we all do our part as disciples of Jesus to be faithful tithers and givers. I 
love tithing to Trinity because I love you all very much and I’m passionate about what God is doing 
through us. I know you could say the same and respond with your gifts, too. 
 

It’s going to be a wonderful 2017 because of our Lord Jesus with us and because 
of you!! 

       Yours in Christ, 

       Pastor Chris 



 

   January 2017____                                                                                     page 6  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Beautify our Sanctuary, enhance our worship experience, and honor a loved one by donating 
flowers to the altar on Sunday morning.  A donation of $20 will provide a beautiful arrangement 
and you may dedicate them to someone or give them “To the Glory of God.”  Please enclose cash 
or a check payable to Trinity UMC in the amount of $20, mark it “Flower Dedication,” and include 
the Sunday you want to dedicate the flowers.  Place in the offering plate or mail/deliver to the 
church office. 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

1300 West Street 

Annapolis, MD  21401 
 

 I would like to dedicate the flowers on Sunday _____________________________ 
   

Your Name:  __________________________________ 
 

Your Phone Number: ___________________________ 
 

 

Person you want to dedicate flowers to (please write “in memory of” or “in honor of”) and print 
the dedication below: 

 



 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is in 

January and is not listed, please let the office know 

so we can update our database. Thank you.    
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January 2—Liz Williams 

January 14—Donald Reed 

January 16—Marilyn Harrison 

January 20—John McDowell 

January 21—Rob Wentz 

January 24—Blairlee Owens 

January 27—Noah Busch 

January 30—Susan Sienkiewich 

January 31—Jack Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 5—Richard & Susan Sienkiewich 

January 5—Craig & Sheri Miller 

January 9—Bill & Becky Goodman 

January 10—Roger & Marilyn Harrison 

Way to go church!  In December 2016, we collected 
$289.18 towards Well #28.  Each well costs $1,800.  
The money collected provides a source of clean and 
safe drinking water.  Be sure to look at the pictures of 
the wells that Trinity UMC has funded up to this point.  
The pictures are on the wall in the hallway between 
the Sanctuary and Room 209.  Remember to bring 
your coins to church every third Sunday so we can get 
closer to funding our next well.   



 

**Change Service Requested** 

Facebook:  Trinity United Methodist Church—

Annapolis, MD 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
1300 West Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Phone: (410) 268-1620 
Fax: (410) 216-9197 
Email: trinity.church@verizon.net 
Website: www.trinityannapolis.org 

Upcoming Church Events 

Sunday, January 1—Happy New Year– Worship Service @ 10:00 am 

Monday, January 2—Office Closed 

Sunday, January 8—Epiphany Sunday & Communion Sunday 

Monday, January 9—Monday Morning Bible Study resumes at 9:30 am 

Thursday, January 12—Good News Prayer Breakfast at 8:00 am 

Thursday, January 12—Dinner & Taking down Christmas decorations around the church at 6:00 pm 

Monday, January 16—Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday—Office Closed 

Friday, January  20—February Lamplighter Deadline 

Monday, January 23-30—Winter Relief at TUMC 

Instagram: trinityumcannapolis 


