
 

Before I say anything else, I want to thank you so very much for all the love you gave to me during Octo-
ber’s Pastor Appreciation Month. I received many cards and gifts, and all of those expressions of your ap-
preciation and thanks did so much to encourage me. Pastoral ministry can be a lonely business, especially 
when I’m surrounded by needs, challenges, and sometimes conflict. But what keeps me going is the en-
couragement you give me. I can’t begin to tell you how much I treasure that and how it pushes me to give 
my very best to God and to you. 
 

Encouragement… It’s something we all need in one form or another. It comes in the form of a simple 
“thank you”, a note, a card, a gift, or any expression of gratitude. Encouragement also comes in the form of 
hope. 
 

It was a very tough, uncertain time for the ancient kingdom of Judah. Judah’s king Ahaz was threatened by 
his neighbors to the north and east. The northern kingdom of Israel had aligned with the kingdom of Aram 
to defeat Judah. It was an anxious, lonely time for King Ahaz. 
 

Then the prophet Isaiah came along to give a “sign” to the king. A sign is a symbol of God’s faithfulness, 
protection, and salvation. Isaiah said, 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. He will be eating curds and honey when he 
knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, for before the boy knows 
enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread 
will be laid waste.”       Isaiah 7:14-16 

 

That verse should sound familiar. Isaiah said that a child to be named Immanuel will be born, and while he 
is still young, Israel and Aram will be defeated. Ahaz and his people would be saved from them! This child, 
named Immanuel, which means “God with us” would be the sign of hope and encouragement to keep King 
Ahaz strong. 
 

Of course this verse points to another birth, too. Mary of Nazareth, a virgin, would conceive and have a 
child, Jesus, whose very purpose is Immanuel- God with us, among us and revealed to us. It was the 
greatest gift God ever gave to his people Israel and to the whole world. Jesus Christ. He’s our Lord, our 
Savior and the One who demonstrates the reality that indeed God is with us, now and always. Now that's 
encouragement! 
 

This time of year, there is so much need for encouragement and hope. You and I are in a prime position to 
offer that encouragement and hope people need, simply by showing up to be Christ’s presence with them. 
I know how true that is. You all do that for me all the time! When you show up, offer Christ’s love and any-
thing of yourself to be a blessing, you become the very presence and power of God. You and I become a 
kind of Immanuel because of Christ in us. 
 

During this Advent and Christmas season, offer someone one of the most priceless gifts they could ever 
receive- the gift of yourself, most especially Christ in you, in a way that is uniquely you, shaped by God. 
You never know how your presence can encourage someone to receive Christ into their lives for the first 
time or in a deeper way. 

In the meantime, I pray that you have a blessed, happy Advent and Christmas season. Together, let’s 
keep sharing in the gift of Jesus Christ, that we would be blessed to be God’s blessing in 
the world. 

         Yours in Christ, 

     Pastor Chris 
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    How Can We Assist You?  

Prayer Chain...There is always someone who will pray for you. If 

you would like to place someone on the prayer chain, please call the 

church office (410-268-1620) or Cindy Sawyer at (410-757-0378) or 

hmclsawyer@yahoo.com.   
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Interested in learning to make beautiful stained 
glass projects?  If so, come to the Youth Room 
at our new day and time, every Monday from 
10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. to design and make a 
project.    No previous experience required. 

Do you like to pray, especially with others?  Join Pastor Chris on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a time of prayer 
for members of our church family and the community, and our 
church.  Holding each other up in prayer is an essential part of our 
discipleship.  Please come and support the life of Christ’s church. 

 

On Tuesday, December 6 at 6:00 pm, the United Methodist Women will hold 
our annual Christmas celebration.  It will be a covered dish dinner as well as 
a program to celebrate Christmas.  Please come and join us and don’t miss 
the blessing.  All women of Trinity are invited.  Hope to see you there! 

mailto:hmclsawyer@yahoo.com


 

Serving in Worship—December 2016  

     Thank you for this important ministry in the life of the church. If you are unable to fulfill 
your scheduled duties, kindly switch with someone and notify the church office.   

Date Times Greeters Liturgists Usher Captains 

December 4 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Claire Hayward 

Marilyn Harrison 

Jo Anne Smith 

Kitty Cawood 

Bobby King 

Bill Busch 

December 11 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Anne Wilson 

Pat Wagner 

Diane Gilligan 

Jack Spencer 

John McDowell 

Bill Busch 

December 18 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Sharon Chace & Amber Trivette 

Kathy Roop 

Susan Sienkiewich 

Bill Finagin 

Jerry Kulasik 

Bill Busch 

December 25 10:00 am Blairlee, Kathryn, Grace, & Jacob 
Owens 

 Bill Busch 
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Thanks to all who helped to fill 134 boxes to be sent to Samaritan’s 
Purse as part of Operation Christmas Child.  Each gift-filled shoe box 
demonstrates God’s love in a tangible way to children around the 
world.  Each box will arrive with a booklet about Jesus.  Thank you 
for helping to spread the message of God’s love and the life and 
promise of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Monday Morning Bible Study returns be-
ginning Monday, January through Monday, 
April 10 from 9:30 am--11:30 am in Room 
209.  We will continue our study of Galatians.  
No book is needed other than your Bible.  The 
study is open to all who seek an understand-
ing of Paul’s letters to the churches.   

Wednesday Bible Study with the Pastor:  Be-
ginning Wednesday, February 1 through Wednes-
day, May 17, Pastor Chris will be leading a Bible 
study on the Gospel of John-Part 2.  There will be 
two sessions: 10:00 am to 11:30 am and 7:00 pm 
to 8:30 pm.  The cost of the book is $8.  If you 
took Part 1, you already have the book you will 
need.  We will not meet on 3/1 and 4/12.  Please 
let the church office know if you need a book. 

   Winter Relief 

Trinity will be hosting Winter Relief guests from January 23-20, 2017 and 
February 27-March 6, 2017.  We are in need of blankets, twin sheets and pil-
low cases, bath towels, wash cloths, toothpaste, soap, and shampoo.  Mone-
tary donations are always welcome.  Please drop off donations in the church 
office. 
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Order deadline is Monday, December 12! 
 

 

Please join with other members of the congregation in beautifying the sanctuary with Poinsetti-
as. The flowers will adorn the chancel beginning December 18.  If you would like to purchase a 
poinsettia in memory or in honor of someone, please fill out the form below and enclose a check 
for $10.00. You may put it in the offering plate or drop it off at the church office.   Extra forms are 
available in the church office.  Poinsettias may be picked up beginning after the worship service 
on Sunday, December 25. 

 

Plants - $10.00 each: Red    Total Number of plants _________  

Total amount of check $_________  

  

Please make checks payable to TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH.  

 

Your Name _____________________________Phone No. ______________________________  

In Honor of _______________________________________________________________________  

In Memory of_____________________________________________________________________  
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On Sunday, December 18, at both services, the Chancel Choir will present a dramatic 
musical experience for Christmas entitled The Living Light,  written by Ruth Elaine 
Schram, which celebrates the birth of Christ and explores the inner thoughts of the 
people who participated in or witnessed the miraculous events of the first Christmas.  
You will not want to miss this musical worship experience.  Please join us!  
         

Saturday, December 24 

 

7:00 pm ~ Family Service 

11:00 pm ~ Candlelight & Communion Service  

 

Sunday, December 25 

 

10:00 am ~ Worship Service  

 

Sunday, January 1 

 

10:00 am ~ Covenant Renewal Service  

Please plan to come out to the church on Friday, December 2 
beginning at 6:00 pm for dinner and to help decorate Trinity 
for Advent.  We look forward to seeing you. 

This special Advent service is designed for anyone who finds themselves 
mourning, sad, or struggling with any kind of loss this holiday season.  
Please join us in the Chapel on Sunday, December 4 at 7:00 pm for a quiet 
intimate time of worship, comfort and reflection. 
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Praise God! 

 

God is always in the business of healing and making one humble and He has done this for 
me. My thanks goes out to all of you who prayed for me as I went through the life changing 
experience. (God does answer prayers!)  My deep thanks goes out to those who provided 
transportation to and from the doctors and also to all of you who stopped in and visited 
while I was unable to do anything for myself. Also, I don’t want to forget all of the get well 
cards. God is Love! 

 

      One who has been humbled,  

        Tom Myers 

 

Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will lift you up. James 4:10 | NIV 

Please give this information your prayerful consideration.  As   
this is written, we are $35,000 behind where we need to be 
and have one Sunday left in November.  Our expected Decem-
ber expenses are $32,500.  This is a total of $67,500.  With 
God’s help we have met similar challenges in years past. 



 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is in 

December and is not listed, please let the office 

know so we can update our database. Thank you.    
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December 2—Dick Brown 

December 2—Wanda Lee 

December 3—Savannah Deale 

December 3—Carole Gallis 

December 7—Terry Ericsen 

December 13—Becky Goodman 

December 15—Braedon Fowler 

December 15—Robin Newhouse 

December 19—Bob Gilbert 

December 23—Doris Sowell 

December 27—Martha Defibaugh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 14—Dick & Nancy Brown 

December 27—Karl & Bettie Alexander 

December 27—Ron & Linda Burdge 

Way to go church!  In November 2016, we collected 
$289.18 towards Well #27.  Each well costs $1,800.  
The money collected provides a source of clean and 
safe drinking water.  Be sure to look at the pictures of 
the wells that Trinity UMC has funded up to this point.  
The pictures are on the wall in the hallway between 
the Sanctuary and Room 209.  Remember to bring 
your coins to church every third Sunday so we can get 
closer to funding our next well.   



 

**Change Service Requested** 

Facebook:  Trinity United Methodist Church—

Annapolis, MD 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
1300 West Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Phone: (410) 268-1620 
Fax: (410) 216-9197 
Email: trinity.church@verizon.net 
Website: www.trinityannapolis.org 

Upcoming Church Events 

 

Friday, December 2—Dinner & Decorate the church for Advent—6:00 pm 

Sunday, December 4—Blue Christmas Service—7:00 pm 

Tuesday, December 6—UMW Christmas Dinner & Program—6:00 pm 

Monday, December 12—Poinsettia Orders Due to the Church Office 

Sunday, December 18—Chancel Choir Cantata, “The Living Light” at both services 

Tuesday, December 20—January Newsletter submission deadline 

Saturday, December 24—Family Service at 7:00 pm; Candlelight & Communion Service at 11:00 pm 

Sunday, December 25—Christmas Day Service—10:00 am 

Monday, December 26-Monday, January 2—Church Office Closed 

Sunday, January 1—Covenant Renewal Service—10:00 am 

Instagram: trinityumcannapolis 


