
 

 

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your broth-
ers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will 
be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be 
blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

Luke 14:12-14 

 

If there is one thing we United Methodists know how to do, it’s getting together to eat and fellowship! 
Someone once joked that when two or three or more Methodists get together, there shall they eat and 
take up an offering. Fellowship is so important to who we are. It’s during those times that we bond, 
learn about each other, encourage each other, and at times hold each other accountable. 

 

But as usual, Jesus throws a monkey wrench into our regular assumptions about fellowship gather-
ings. “Have your meals and your fellowship gatherings,” he says, “but change up your guest list. In-
stead of your family, friends and well-to-do neighbors- the people who could give something back to 
you- invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, the forgotten pushed aside nobody's in your 
neighborhood. They won’t be able to pay you back anything of material worth, but your reward will 
be in the age to come. You can’t even imagine the immensity of that reward.” 

 

I thought about this teaching of Jesus while thinking about ministry with our homeless neighbors. We 
do a lot for them. But when we think about people we would want to invite into our fellowship as a 
part of our church family, would we think to include these folks? Out of principle, most of us would 
say yes. 

 

But… here’s the bigger question… How much would we invest to invite them here and to minister 
with them on a regular basis? How much is it worth to us? To what lengths would we go to identify 
ourselves with our poor and homeless neighbors? 

 

We have some additional opportunities to be in ministry with our homeless neighbors on a regular 
basis. 

 

Starting very soon, we have an invitation to host the intake process for Winter Relief here at Trinity 
down in our youth room. For 2 ½ hours a day, 5 days a week, a staff member from Arundel House of 
Hope (who runs Winter Relief) would be here along with a few volunteers to screen and check people 
into Winter Relief and then these folks would be transported from Trinity to their 
host congregation for the week by that same congregation. 
 

      (continued on page 3) 
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    How Can We Assist You?  
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church office (410-268-1620) or Cindy Sawyer at (410-757-0378) or 

hmclsawyer@yahoo.com.   
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Way to go church!  In September 2016, we collected $285.22, which is a record for the Noisy Offering, 
which will be applied to the funding of Well #27.  Each well costs $1,800.  The money collected helps 
to provide a source for clean and safe drinking water.  Be sure to look at the pictures of the wells that 
Trinity UMC has funded up to this point.  The pictures are on the wall in the hallway between the 
Sanctuary and Room 209.  Remember to bring your coins to church every third Sunday so we can get 
closer to funding our next well.   

Do you like to pray, especially with others?  Join Pastor Chris on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a time of prayer 
for members of our church family and the community, and our 
church.  Holding each other up in prayer is an essential part of our 
discipleship.  Please come and support the life of Christ’s church. 

Reminder—Trinity UMC’s Charge Conference will be 
on Saturday, October 29 at 5:00 pm at St. Andrews 
UMC in Edgewater.  Hope to see you there. 

mailto:hmclsawyer@yahoo.com


 

Serving in Worship—October 2016  

     Thank you for this important ministry in the life of the church. If you are unable to fulfill 
your scheduled duties, kindly switch with someone and notify the church office.   

Date Times Greeters Liturgists Usher Captains 

October 2 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Joyce Brimhall 

Kathy Roop 

Susan Sienkiewich 

Carol Dakin 

Jerry Kulasik 

Bill Busch 

October 9 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Bob & Nancy Plaxico 

Dick & Nancy Brown 

Charlie Deale 

Ron Stafford, Jr. 

Dick Brown 

Bill Busch 

October 16 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Claudia Johnson 

Martha Defibaugh 

George Lewis 

Kitty Cawood 

Charlie Deale 

Steve Busch 

October 23 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Bill & Nancy Busch 

Diane Gilligan 

Jo Anne Smith 

Bill Finagin 

John McDowell 

Steve Busch 

October 30 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Becky Oaksmith 

Sue Jordan 

Diane Gilligan 

Darlene Robbins 

Dick Brown 

Jack Spencer 
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(continued from page1) 

Then starting in January, we have an opportunity with Arundel House of Hope to host a Day Center 
in the youth room for our homeless neighbors. A Day Center is a place for homeless folks to come in 
to get out of the elements and receive valuable services. This would be staffed by Arundel House of 
Hope along with several volunteers and would run from morning to early evening Monday through 
Saturday. As of now, there is no such service in Annapolis, so there is a great need to get something 
organized until a permanent location is found, we have the opportunity to host this ministry. 

 

We are in the discernment process with both of these things, and we’re working out details including 
staffing, security, liability and funding. I personally hope we can get involved. It would fulfill exactly 
what Jesus commanded by inviting in the marginalized without expecting anything in return from 
them. 

 

We do a wonderful job providing opportunities for friends, family, and our well-off neighbors to 
come to Trinity, and we hope they stay. Could we also do the same, with the same kind of attitude 
and passion, with our poorer neighbors? That, my friends, is the Jesus way of doing things. 

 

     Yours in Christ, 

 

                     Pastor Chris 
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The Evangelism Team is sponsoring our fifth 
annual Chili Cook Off on Sunday, October 23 at 
5:30 pm in the Auditorium,  If you would like to 
be a contestant or a judge, please  place your 
name and phone number on the appropriate 
choice and place them in the offering plate or 
turn into the church office.  October 9 is the last 
day to sign up, so don’t delay.   Any questions, 
contact Tom Myers at (410) 349-3637. 

I would like to participate in the Chili Cook Off on Sunday, October 23. 

 

Contestant: __________________________________________________________________ 

Judge: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Please tear off and place in offering plate or turn into church office.  Thank you. 

The Decision America Tour 2016 (with Franklin Graham) is com-
ing to Annapolis on October 11 at 12 noon, on the Capitol 
Grounds of Lawyers’ Mall, State Circle.  This prayer rally is an op-
portunity to unite in prayer for our country, and for the upcom-
ing election.  If you have any questions, please contact Carol Da-
kin at (443) 758-6235. 

The Light House’s annual Pumpkin Patch fundraiser at St. 
Martin’s Lutheran Church in Annapolis will run from October 
15 to 31.  Trinity’s day to man the Patch is Friday, October 28.  
There will be two shifts, 11:45 am—3:00 pm, and 2:45 pm—
6:15 pm.  We will need three volunteers for each shift.  There 
will be a signup sheet provided during coffee hour for volun-
teers.  The Pumpkin Patch is always fun, as well as a worth-
while event.  For questions, please contact Ron Burdge at 
(410) 757-2179. 
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Upcoming Sermon Series 
 

“The Politics of Jesus” 
 

October 16  God and State: Whose Side Are We On? 

   Matthew 22:15-22 

   Romans 13:1-7 
 

October 23 The Radical Platform of Jesus 

   Luke 4:14-19 
 

October 30  An Elephant, a Donkey and the Lamb 

   Mark 10:35-45 
 

Germantown Elementary needs our help.  Every Thursday afternoon, we’re looking for someone to de-
liver 23 pieces of fruit to the school by 2:00 pm.  Once a month, Germantown would also appreciate 
toiletries delivered in addition to the fruit.  We will donate a different item each month.  The sign-up 
sheet is available in the church office.  Please provide your name and contact information for the 
date(s) you will be able to deliver the items to Germantown.  Thank you for your generosity.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Pam Hanna at (410) 212-3669 or phanna1353@verizon.net.  



 

   October 2016                                                                                     page 6  

Christmas Shoe Boxes 

 

Since 1993, Samaritan’s Purse, Franklin Graham’s international relief organization, has dis-
tributed Christmas show boxes to over 135 million children in some of the most remote plac-
es on earth. 

 

Every box is also an opportunity for the Gospel.  The Story of Jesus pamphlet is put in each 
box along with your gifts and each child has the opportunity to participate in a 12 lesson dis-
cipleship course. 

 

Last year, Trinity Church sent 144 boxes , a new record!  We hope to set another record this 
year. 

 

Shoe boxes will be available beginning October 2 at every entrance to the church.  In each box 
is a pamphlet with suggestions of what to put in and what not to put in, labels so you can 
choose to do a box for a boy or a girl, three age ranges to choose from, and a rubber band the 
size to fit around your box. 

 

Please bring your completed box back to Trinity anytime before November 9. 

 

If you’d like to see stories of the distribution of boxes and what it means to the children who 
receive a box, you can go to http://www.samaritanspurse.org.  If you would like to know 
where your box goes, you can do that by getting a special label online.  If possible, include $7 
for each box you fill to cover the cost of delivery. 

 

If you have an questions, please contact Nancy Busch at (410) 757-7030.  Thanks for your 
faithful support of this mission. 

~ Trinity United Methodist Women 



 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is in 

October and is not listed, please let the office know 

so we can update our database. Thank you.    
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October 2—Frances Dryer 

October 2—Julia Miller 

October 2—Lindsey Miller 

October 2—Kathy Roop 

October 10—Susan Beall 

October 10—Ida-Ann Dunagan 

October 11—Kathryn Hawes 

October 14—Judith Rehn 

October 18—Joyce Brimhall 

October 18—Dan Palmer 

October 18—Jean Spellman 

October 21—Roy Griest 

October 27—Bill Busch 

October 29—Sylvia Spencer 

October 30—Nancy Brown 

October 30—Jack Spencer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 3—John & Janice McDowell 

October 18—Ben & Gretchen Butler 

October 18—David & Pam Hanna 

October 20—John & Jo Anne Smith 

October 24—Jerry & Carol Kulasik 

October 27—Mike & Laura Korba 

 

A big thanks to all those 
who helped to make 
Children’s Sunday such 
a memorable worship 
experience. 



 

**Change Service Requested** 

Facebook:  Trinity United Methodist Church—

Annapolis, MD 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
1300 West Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Phone: (410) 268-1620 
Fax: (410) 216-9197 
Email: trinity.church@verizon.net 
Website: www.trinityannapolis.org 

Upcoming Church Events 
 

Saturday, October 1—UMW Fall Gathering—10:00 am—Auditorium 

Saturday, October 1—UMM Fall Gathering—12:00 pm—Bill Finagin’s Hangar @ Lee Airport 

Sunday, October 2—Communion Sunday—both services 

Wednesday, October 5-Sunday, October 9—ASP Mission Trip—West Virginia 

Thursday, October 20—November Lamplighter deadline 

Sunday, October 23—Chili Cook-off—5:30 pm—Auditorium 

Saturday, October 29—Trinity UMC Charge Conference—5:00 pm—St. Andrew’s UMC 

Instagram: trinityumcannapolis 


