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UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS 
 

Monday, July 4—Independence Day—Church Office Closed 

Sunday, July 17—Trinity Church Picnic—West River Church Camp—1:00 pm-5:00 pm 

Wednesday, July 20—Lamplighter Deadline 

Instagram: trinityumcannapolis 

 

“What I’ve Learned from You This Year” 

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if 

any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being 

like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition 

or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but 

each of you to the interests of the others. Philippians 2:1-4 
 

I’m still pinching myself, trying to believe that we have been together for a year now. It hasn’t seemed like that 
at all, really. I think that’s because being your pastor and having my family as a part of our Trinity family has 
been such an incredible gift for me. You are a wonderful body of our Lord Jesus, and I love bragging about you 
wherever I go. It hasn’t all been easy, but it’s been pure joy for me, and I mean that. 
 

You have strengthened my faith in Jesus and my walk with him. And you’ve reminded me of an essential truth 
that lies right at the heart of our overall health and effectiveness. It may be something so basic that it goes un-
noticed, but I’d like to share with you what it is. 
 

It’s humility. Humility is a funny thing. The moment you think you have it, you’ve lost it. It avoids being noticed 
or paraded around. You know it when you see it, but it doesn’t like a fuss. It’s not self-conscious at all. Humility 
prefers to be discreet. Humility is deeply but quietly passionate about only one thing: the welfare of others. 
 

Trinity is an authentic, loving, humble people. That humility comes across by your desire simply to take care of 
the welfare of each other and our community without one thought of what you will get in return. Being self-
giving, deferential, selfless and open is such a rare quality these days, and I believe that it’s our authentic loving 
humility that will win people over. 
 

Now having said that, the goal is not to win people over so that we boost our membership and get more money 
in the coffers. That motivation is anything but humility! That’s self-serving presumption. 
 

I think what attracts people to Jesus and to his church is when we are truly Christ-like- selfless, self-giving lov-
ers of people for their sake. Tooting our own horn to get people in the doors, only caring for people who are like 
us, who live like us and believe like us, looking at others as were tools for our own survival, treating the church 
like a religious club—all of that repels people from the church. 
 

But thankfully, I see very little of that with Trinity. I believe that we need to get all of our efforts focused on 
what we do best as a church, do all we can to network and connect with more people in our neighborhood, and 
to do all of that simply because we want to bless our neighbors without any thought to their place in life or 
what they can give us in return. 
 

Let’s be the very presence and power of Jesus together in all love and humility. We’ve gotten off to a wonderful 
start, and I look forward to many more years to come being his hands and feet in our 
Annapolis community and beyond. 
 

     Yours in Christ, 
 

                       Pastor Chris  
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    HOW CAN WE ASSIST YOU? 

Prayer Chain...There is always someone who will pray for you. If you 

would like to place someone on the prayer chain, please call the 

church office (410-268-1620) or Cindy Sawyer at (410-757-0378) or 

hmclsawyer@yahoo.com.   
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Do you like to pray, especially with others?  Join Pastor Chris on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary for a time of prayer 
for members of our church family and the community, and our 
church.  Holding each other up in prayer is an essential part of our 
discipleship.  Please come and support the life of Christ’s church. 
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Beautify our Sanctuary, enhance our worship experience, and honor a loved one by donating flowers to 
the altar on Sunday morning.  A donation of $20 will provide a beautiful arrangement and you may dedi-
cate them to someone or give them “To the Glory of God.”  Please enclose cash or a check payable to 
Trinity UMC in the amount of $20, mark it “Flower Dedication,” and include the Sunday you want to 

dedicate the flowers.  Place in the offering plate or mail/deliver to the church office. 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

1300 West Street 

Annapolis, MD  21401 

 

 I would like to dedicate the flowers on Sunday _____________________________ 

   

Your Name:  __________________________________ 

 

Your Phone Number: ___________________________ 

 

 

Person you want to dedicate flowers to (please write “in memory of” or “in honor of”) and print the dedi-

cation below: 

It’s that time of year again...time for softball.  Trinity is putting a team together for this season 
and everyone 13 years of age and older are welcome to join whether you are a member or not.  
Games will be held at Annapolis Middle School on Monday and Wednesday nights through the 
month of June and July (only one game per week).  Games will start at 6:30 pm and last ap-
proximately 1 hour.  If you are interested or know someone that is, please contact Joshua at 
wallacejm86@yahoo.com or by phone at (812) 374-2726.  Even if you’re not going to play, we 
are always looking for people to cheer the team on, so come out and support Trinity’s softball 
team.  The game schedule can be found in the church office and on the online calendar on 
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ASP Mission Trip Fall of 2016: We will depart on Wednesday, October 5 and return on Sunday, October 
9. This will give us 3 days to work on projects in Appalachia in the Guyan Valley of West Virginia.  Sign up 
begins now as we need to commit our numbers to ASP for reserving our living spaces.  We have 18 slots 
that have been provisionally reserved and as of May 22, we have 10 signed up.  While we always need 
contributions to cover expenses, you can sign up to participate and go at no cost to you.  This year, we 
will have “scholarships” to pay 100% of the costs for each participant.  For those interested, the costs are 
$195 per person for the 3-day “work experience” plus the $95 registration fee for the Church.  This covers 
room and board plus money for supplies.  If you are unable to go, you might want to consider sponsoring 
a person or persons for the trip.  Any amount will be greatly appreciated.  Make all contributions out to 
“ASP Trip” and put in the collection plate or drop off in the Church office.  If you are considering going, 
please contact Bill Finagin as soon as possible at (410) 353-2622.  Bring your hammer and enjoy the ad-
venture.  Should you want to learn more about ASP, please go to their website at http://
www.asphome.org. 

 

Serving in Worship—July 2016 

     Thank you for this important ministry in the life of the church. If you are unable to fulfill 
your scheduled duties, kindly switch with someone and notify the church office.   

Date Times Greeters Liturgists Usher Captains 

July 3 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Diane Gilligan 

Kathy Roop 

Art Lewis 

Craig Miller 

Dick Brown 

Stan Joseph 

July 10 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Joan George 

Richard & Susan Sienkiewich 

Charlie Deale 

Peter Salvatore 

Bill Busch 

Bill Busch 

July 17 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Carol Kulasik 

Dick & Nancy Brown 

George Lewis 

Kitty Cawood 

Steve Busch 

Bill Busch 

July 24 9:30 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Lucille Oliver 

Harry & Cindy Sawyer 

Jo Anne Smith 

Carol Dakin 

Bobby King 

Steve Busch 

July 31 9:30 am 

11:00 am 

Claire Hayward 

Penny Ericsen 

Diane Gilligan 

Barbara Salvatore 

Dick Brown 

Steve Busch 
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The United Methodist Men are sponsoring a Food Drive for the Light House Shelter, so 
get in the spirit and give, give, give!  There will be a large box wrapped in Christmas pa-
per at each entrance for you to place your gifts in.  We will emphasize a different theme 
each week.  Any donations are welcome.  Additionally, if you would like to make a cash 
donation, it will be used to buy the items on the list from a bulk food store.  Please mark 
the donation “Food Drive.” 
 

     Week 1 (July 3rd) – Peanut butter, jelly and bottled water 
 

Week 2 (July 10th) – Can week: chicken, tuna, canned tomatoes, canned fruit, and spa-
ghetti/ravioli 
 

Week 3 (July 17th) - Pasta Week: macaroni & cheese, spaghetti (or other pasta), sauce, 
and rice 
 

Week 4 (July 24th) – Breakfast Week: pancake mix, syrup and cereal (hot or cold) 
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A Shoe Box Story ~ From Operation Christmas Child 

Alina received a shoebox at age 5 in a Central Asian country.  “My family and I had what 
we needed, but gifts were a luxury we didn’t always get.  So when I received a shoebox 
gift, I stood there baffled and confused.  It seemed impossible for someone overseas, for 
someone I didn’t know, to send me a gift for Christmas.  I carefully undid the tape and un-
wrapped it.  In the box, there were ponytail holders, a toothbrush, socks, and candy.  What 
caught my eye were a pair of plastic princess shoes.  Those shoes were like nothing I had 
ever seen.  They were pink, and I loved the color pink.  I got so excited when I put on those 
shoes.  They were too big, but I still wore them.  I tired to wear them as much as  I could,  I 
showed them to everyone.  As I looked closer through my shoebox, I found a photograph 
of a little girl the same age as me.  She was wearing a tiara that matched the shoes I re-
ceived.  Her gift to me became so personal—I felt like I connected with her.  Before I re-
ceived the shoebox, I was really discouraged because of the way I was treated for my faith 
in Jesus.  The box was an act of kindness that represented hope, comfort, and the fact that 
God is watching over me.  My perception of God changed.  He became a personal Father to 
me.  I still remember what it was like to receive a shoebox.  In that moment it felt like God 
was there giving that gift to me.  As the years went by, memories of God’s love, expressed 
through the shoebox, stirred up this passion in me to tell children, especially orphans, the 
Good News of Jesus and to help them feel His love—the same love I felt and still feel.  
These boxes change lives.  I’m just one of many whom God has drawn closer to Himself 
through a shoebox gift.”   

You can read Alina’s full story at http://bit.ly/Alinas-Shoebox-Story1 

Start thinking about shoe boxes and collecting items for your boxes! 

Light House Needs: 

• Light House is in need of your help from now until mid-September.  Each year as the 
weather gets warmer, food donations decrease.  Unfortunately, our need is actually higher 
during the summer, as low-income children who would normally receive free lunch at 
school, come to us for lunches with their families.  Please pack what you would like to eat 
if it were your only meal of the day. (100 bagged lunches are needed per day, but any 
amount will be greatly appreciated.  Suggested items for bagged lunches: sandwich 
(bologna, chicken/egg/tuna salad, ham, roast beef, salami, turkey, or peanut butter & jelly 
– please no more than 25% of the total number of sandwiches), a healthy snack item 
(applesauce cup, carrot/celery sticks, fruit cups/fruit rolls, graham crackers, nuts, raisins/
trail mix, olives/pickles, pudding cups, string cheese or yogurt), juice or water, and fruit. 

• Light House pantry donations are also historically lower during the summer.  Pantry items 
needed include bottled water, canned chicken or tuna, spaghetti o’s or ravioli o’s, canned 
tomatoes, canned fruit, pancake mix, syrup, cereal (hot or cold), macaroni & cheese, pea-
nut butter, jelly, spaghetti (or other pasta), spaghetti sauce, and rice. 
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(continued from page 8) 
 

We celebrated the retirement of our Bishop, Marcus Matthews. Bishop Matthews originally came 
out of our Conference, and so it was a very special celebration for him as a retiring bishop and 
a pastor who began his ministry with us. 

We celebrated the new appointments of 100 clergy. These clergy and the congregations they will 
serve beginning on July 1 are at the same place we were just a year ago! Please pray for these 
pastors and congregations, that they can enjoy a smooth start getting to know, love, and work 
together. 

We nominated the Rev. Cynthia Moore-Koikoi as a candidate for bishop. Rev. Moore-Koikoi is the 
District Superintendent of the Baltimore-Metropolitan District. She will move on to our North-
east Jurisdictional meeting next month. (I’ll explain more about that below.) 

 

You may have also heard about the controversy of a candidate for Deacon who was not approved by 
our Conference. Tara “T.C.” Morrow is a woman married to a woman. However our Book of Discipline 
does not allow for “self-avowed, practicing homosexuals” to be commissioned or ordained for minis-
try. 
 

Our Conference’s Board of Ordained Ministry approved Ms. Morrow as a provisional candidate for 
Deacon based on some technicalities around her circumstances. Nevertheless, after considerable de-
bate, she failed to get the required 2/3 majority of our Conference’s Clergy Session to be approved 
for commissioning. As you can imagine, this was a very heated, emotional debate, and the results of 
our voting definitely cast a shadow over the rest of our Conference, from those who believed that Ms. 
Morrow was the victim of a grave injustice, from those who are upset that a biblical understanding of 
marriage and sexuality was being potentially violated, and from many others in the middle who felt 
caught in the crossfire of a major debate. 
 

Next month in Lancaster, PA our Northeast Jurisdiction will have their quadrennial meeting. (The 
Baltimore-Washington Conference together with nine other Conferences make up the Northeast Ju-
risdiction.) One of the most important things they do is electing and assigning bishops to serve the 
Conferences of our Jurisdiction. They will be electing two new bishops and Rev. Moore-Koikoi will be 
one of several candidates for bishop to be voted on. They will also assign a new bishop for us. So, by 
mid-July we’ll know who our new bishop is and he or she will start their ministry with us on Septem-
ber 1. 
 

As you can see from Darlene’s and my reports, there is a lot going on with our Conference. We have a 
lot of challenges, and we do a lot of work together to make disciples of Jesus Christ and to build his 
kingdom here in our region and beyond. When we do our part by doing good ministry and paying our 
Apportionments, we further the work of not just our congregation but the whole Baltimore-
Washington Conference!  
 

For more information about Annual Conference 2016,  

please visit http://bwcumc.org/sessions/2016-session/ 



 

(continued from page 5) 

 

Highlights for me:  
Youth—Their needs are being considered:  Who am I?  Do I matter?  Where do I belong?  I have to 

be different things to different people.  Our message to them: Slow down and pray.  Stress 
less—the longer we stress the worse it gets!  You’re an overcomer!  Don’t quit, don’t give in!  
But if you don’t know what to say to our youth, share Jesus! 

Young Adults—Campus ministries supplies any things, but also “the most forgotten” supplies to 
incoming students: umbrellas, scissors, water, etc.  It was noted that each district has a repre-
sentative for us to contact if we need help. 

Global Ministries—Last year’s “Imagine No Malaria” was very successful.  There is a new Hispanic 
United Methodist Church in our conference.  We are in partnership with Puerto Rico and with 
Zimbabwe.  Bishop Matthews went to Korea last year to visit the Korean Methodist Church 
there, with whom we also share a partnership. 

UMM—Their emphasis this year were prayers and developing relationships before we can help 
others.  One of their successful projects was the “potato drop”.  

The lay ministries honored 124 certified lay speakers, who completed a two-year class.  Marilyn 
Lewis, our Annapolis District Lay Leader, also honored Ken Lyons for his work with Scouts.  
He attended the Bishop’s scouting banquet. 

 
Pastor Chris, in his report, is going to reflect on the rest of the annual conference business addressed. 
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The 232nd Session of the Baltimore-Washington Conference 

Pastor’s Report 

 

Our Conference met for the 232nd time during June 1-4, 2016 at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in 
Washington, D.C. (As a point of history, our first conference session was called the “Christmas Confer-
ence” of 1784 and convened at Lovely Lane Chapel in Baltimore.) As always it was a very busy four 
days. Those four days are spent in worship, prayer, learning, hearing reports from the various minis-
tries of our Conference, commissioning and ordination of new pastors, and debating and approving 
pieces of legislation. 
 

I was joined this year by our Lay Leader, Darlene Robbins, who did a wonderful job representing Trin-
ity UMC. I strongly encourage you to read her Annual Conference report, too. 
 

In addition to the things which Darlene shared in her report, I’d like to lift up several other highlights 
from Annual Conference: 

This year Darlene and I were among 1,701 attendees- 623 clergy, 592 laity and 358 guests. 

We passed a 2017 budget for our Annual Conference of $14.2 million, which represents a slight 
decrease from the 2016 budget. The benevolence factor, which is the percentage we pay each 
year in Apportionments, remains the same at 17.5%. 

We ordained 18 Elders and 1 Deacon. We also commissioned 11 new people as Provisional Elders. 

(continued on page 9) 
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The 232nd Baltimore Washington Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

June 1-3, 2016 at the Marriott in Washington, DC 
 

By Darlene Robbins, Trinity UMC Lay Leader 
 

As your Lay Leader, I attended the Annual Conference with Pastor Chris.  I rode with him daily—
nice guy!  Here is my report: 
 

232nd!  Wow!  What a heritage we have! 
 

Bishop Cho (a masterful speaker) of the Virginia Conference reminded us in our daily morning 
Bible study that the United Methodist Church, like all churches, is in a major challenge—a 40-year 
decline.  He encouraged us to have a total trust in God, not to rely solely on ourselves, our pro-
gram, our ideas, and plans. Rather we must rely on the help of Christ, who lives now and leads our 
churches. In Him we “Have the Power” (the theme of this year’s conference).  
 

Our retiring Bishop Matthews reiterated these ideas in his last sermon: each church is a prayer 
station. Each one needs to bring someone to Christ and to partner with a local school. (Trinity 
has!) He also noted that scripture tells us our “power” is in prayer—the foundation of our church, 
our lives: ask, receive; seek find.  If new people won’t come to our church, we need to go to them.  
Many school children have no one who cares enough to read them a bedtime story.  They need 
our time and energy as a ray of light and hope. We need to open our doors for them when they’re 
out of school.  “The time to do this is now.  You have the power!”  
 

Delores Martin, the Conference Lay Leader, made some poignant observations in her address:  
Each of us has a talent.  We need to use them in our churches.  We exist for God, not for ourselves.  
Our churches are alive when people smile, love one another and help one another—like Jesus.  
What we do tells who we are.  We need to serve gently—with respect.  It is better to serve and 
suffer then to do nothing.  We need to fight the enemy within.  Everything is possible with God if 
we pray together.  Learn, life and love.  Set an example by praying.  We need to go from 
“maintenance to vitality!” 
 

The mayor of DC, Muriel Bowser, spoke to our conference and thanks us for our part in helping to 
eliminate homelessness in the city—her priority.  She said, “If you can’t feed 100 people, feed 
one.” 
 

The business of the conference began with reports from the Conference Ministries: youth, young 
adult, UMW, UMM, global and connectional ministries.  For me, I am inspired to hear all the things 
being done in our conference!  The presenters did a wonderful job! 
 

(continued on page 8 ) 
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Interested in learning to make beautiful stained 
glass projects?  If so, come to the Youth Room every 
Thursday from 11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. to design and 
make a project.    No previous experience required. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ANNUAL TRINITY CHURCH PICNIC 
 

Come bring your family and friends 
to the West River Retreat Center 

(5100 Chalk Point Road, West River, MD) 
July 17th from 1:00 to 5:00pm 

(Directions are available in the Church office) 
 

We will eat as soon as everyone (or most everyone) arrives.  Bring along a game, if you wish, or 
plan to just sit and chat.  There are picnic tables  with benches, but if you want to be more com-
fortable, bring your lawn chair.  This is a great opportunity to get to know one another.  The pool 

will be open from 1:00 pm—4:00 pm. Please indicate what you will bring below turn it into the 
church office or call the office and let them know (410-268-1620).  It will help with planning if you 
do this as soon as possible. 
 

___________ Hot dogs      ___________ Hot dog rolls   ___________ Hamburgers   __________ Hamburger rolls 

___________ Salad  ___________ Fruit (including watermelon)  ___________ Snacks (chips, pretzels, etc.) 

___________ Drinks (including water)  ___________ Desserts 

Condiments and paper products will be supplied. 

Name:___________________________________  # attending:________ 

Phone #:_________________________   E-mail:____________________________________ 

 

Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is in 

July and is not listed, please let the office know so 

we can update our database. Thank you.    
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July 1—Cindy Sawyer 

July 2—Stanley Green 

July 3—Nettie Chambers 

July 5—Chris Day 

July 11—Judy Duer 

July 11—Anne Harris 

July 12—Ralph Hudson 

July 14—Carol Kulasik 

July 15—Charlie Deale 

July 15—Colleen Jaroszek 

July 15—Dorothy McCollum 

July 19—Bettie Alexander 

July 23—John Henry 

July 23—Ruth Henry 

July 24—William Goodman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2—James & Ida-Ann Dunagan 

July 4—Doug & Brook Fowler 

July 6—John & Debbie Chambers 

July 24—Bob & Nancy Plaxico 

 

 
 

In June 2016, we collected $201.52 for the 
Noisy Offering allowing us to fully fund Well 
#26.  Each well costs $1,800.  The money 
collected helps to provide a source for clean 
and safe drinking water.  Be sure to look at 
the pictures of the wells that Trinity UMC 
has funded up to this point.  The pictures are 
on the wall in the hallway between the Sanc-
tuary and Room 209.  Remember to bring 
your coins to church every third Sunday so 
we can get closer to funding our next well.  
Thank you for giving to this important and 
life saving ministry.   


